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INTRODUCTION
Why Theology Matters

Theology is not about having all the right answers. It is about knowing the God who has revealed 
Himself. Theology protects us from deception, anchors us in truth, shapes our identity, fuels our 
mission, and forms the way we live.

In a world full of confusion and competing voices, God calls His people to be grounded, formed, and 
sent. Essentials is designed to help you build a strong biblical foundation of beliefs - one that leads to 
a changed life and prepares you to make disciples.

This is a convinced pursuit. Not because we have it all figured out, but because we are convinced that 
the truth of God is worth believing, living, and passing on.

How To Use This Book

Essentials is designed for individual growth, group discussion, or classroom learning. Read each 
session carefully, work through the charts and teaching, and use the discussion questions to process 
the theology in community.

The Journey Ahead

Over the next 11 sessions, we will walk through the core beliefs of the Christian faith. These truths 
are essential. They are ancient. They are life-giving. And they are meant to be lived out - not just 
believed.

Let's build a foundation that will carry a lifetime.
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VERTICAL PURSUIT • ESSENTIALS

01 — THE GOD WE WORSHIP
THE GOD WHO IS

ESSENTIAL BELIEF

God

BIG QUESTION

Who is God?

ESSENTIAL TRUTH

God is the eternal Creator and Sustainer of all things. He exists as Father, Son, and Holy Spirit and is 
perfectly holy, loving, wise, and powerful.

EVERYTHING BEGINS WITH GOD
Every person builds their life around an answer to the question, Who is God? Some believe God is distant. Some 
believe God is angry. Some believe God is merely an idea. Others believe there is no God at all. Christianity begins 
with a radically different claim: God is real, God has revealed Himself, and God desires to be known.

Our view of God shapes our worship, relationships, identity, purpose, and future. Before Scripture explains 
humanity, sin, salvation, or eternity, it introduces us to the One who created everything. The Bible does not begin 
with an argument for God but with a declaration: “In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth” 
(Genesis 1:1). God is the starting point for understanding everything else.

GOD HAS REVEALED WHO HE IS
God is eternal. He has no beginning and no end. Everything in creation has a starting point; God does not. Before 
the mountains existed, before the stars filled the sky, and before time itself began, God was.

Scripture: Psalm 90:2

God is Creator. The universe is not an accident. God intentionally created all things, and everything that exists 
ultimately depends upon Him. Creation reflects His wisdom, power, order, and creativity.

Scripture: Genesis 1:1, Colossians 1:16

God is holy. Holiness means that God is utterly set apart, morally perfect, and completely pure. He never sins, lies, 
acts unjustly, or fails to be true to His own character.

Scripture: Isaiah 6:1–8

God is love. Love is not merely something God occasionally does; Scripture says love belongs to His very character. 
His love pursues, forgives, restores, and adopts, and it is ultimately demonstrated through Jesus Christ.

Scripture: 1 John 4:8–10, Romans 5:8
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God is sovereign. Nothing happens outside His knowledge or ultimate authority. Sovereignty does not mean life is 
easy or that every event is good. It means God remains King and is able to accomplish His purposes even in a 
broken world.

Scripture: Romans 8:28, Ephesians 1:11

THE ATTRIBUTES OF GOD
The attributes of God describe the perfections that belong to His character. Theologians often distinguish 
between incommunicable attributes—qualities that belong uniquely to God—and communicable attributes—
qualities that God reflects in His creatures in limited ways. The distinction helps us remember both that God is 
completely unlike us and that, as His image-bearers, we are called to reflect His character.

INCOMMUNICABLE ATTRIBUTES COMMUNICABLE ATTRIBUTES

Eternal — God has no beginning or end. Love — God is perfectly self-giving and loving.

Omniscient — God knows all things. Holiness — God is perfectly pure and calls His people to 
holiness.

Omnipresent — God is fully present everywhere. Goodness — everything God does flows from His 
goodness.

Omnipotent — God possesses unlimited power. Faithfulness — God is completely trustworthy.

Immutable — God’s character does not change. Wisdom — God always knows and does what is best.

Sovereign — God reigns over all creation. Justice — God always judges and acts rightly.

God is omniscient: He knows everything—past, present, and future. Nothing surprises Him, and He never has to 
learn something new.

Scripture: Psalm 139:1–6, Isaiah 46:9–10, Hebrews 4:13

God is omnipresent: He is fully present everywhere. God is not everything, but there is nowhere in creation 
beyond His presence.

Scripture: Psalm 139:7–12, Jeremiah 23:23–24, Acts 17:27–28

God is omnipotent: He possesses unlimited power and authority. His power is never separated from His wisdom, 
holiness, or love; He always uses it perfectly.

Scripture: Genesis 18:14, Jeremiah 32:17, Luke 1:37, Ephesians 3:20

God is faithful and good. He always does what He promises, and everything He does flows from His perfect 
goodness. Circumstances change and people fail, but God remains trustworthy.

Scripture: Lamentations 3:22–23, Deuteronomy 7:9, Psalm 34:8, James 1:17

God is immutable: His character does not change. His love does not fluctuate, His truth does not evolve, and His 
promises do not expire.

Scripture: Malachi 3:6, James 1:17
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ONE GOD IN THREE PERSONS
One of Christianity’s most distinctive teachings is the Trinity. Scripture teaches that there is one God who 
eternally exists as three distinct Persons: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. There are not three gods, and God is not 
one Person appearing in three different modes. The Father is God, the Son is God, and the Holy Spirit is God; each 
Person is fully divine while remaining personally distinct.

Scripture: Deuteronomy 6:4, Matthew 3:16–17, Matthew 28:19, 2 Corinthians 13:14

ONE GOD THREE PERSONS

One divine Being Father

One essence / nature Son

Fully and eternally God Holy Spirit

The doctrine of the Trinity holds three truths together at the same time: there is only one God; the Father, Son, 
and Holy Spirit are each fully God; and the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit are distinct Persons. Remove any one of 
those truths and we no longer have the biblical doctrine of God.

TRINITARIAN TRUTH WHAT IT PROTECTS

There is one God. Christianity is monotheistic, not belief in three gods.

Father, Son, and Spirit are each fully God. No Person of the Trinity is less divine than another.

Father, Son, and Spirit are distinct Persons. God is not one Person simply changing roles or 
appearances.

Illustrations such as water, an egg, or the sun can seem helpful, but every analogy eventually breaks down and 
can accidentally teach something Scripture does not. The Trinity is not irrational; it is a revealed mystery—true 
even though the infinite life of God exceeds our ability to comprehend Him completely.

CLEARING UP THE CONFUSION
MISUNDERSTANDING BIBLICAL TRUTH

God is a cosmic policeman. God is holy and just, but He is also loving, merciful, and 
compassionate.

God only helps those who help themselves. The Gospel reveals a God who rescues people who 
cannot save themselves.

God is distant and uninvolved. God entered history in Jesus Christ and remains actively 
present with His people.

The Trinity means Christians believe in three gods. There is one God who eternally exists as Father, Son, 
and Holy Spirit.

God changes as culture changes. God’s character and truth are unchanging.

THE CENTER OF REALITY
The sun is not the center of the universe, but it is the center of our solar system. Everything in our system 
revolves around it, and without it there would be no life, warmth, or growth. In a similar way, God is the center of 
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reality. Life becomes disordered when we place ourselves at the center. The more our lives are reoriented around 
who God truly is, the more clearly everything else begins to make sense.

KEY THEOLOGICAL TERMS
TERM PLAIN-LANGUAGE MEANING KEY SCRIPTURE

Theology The study of God and what He has 
revealed about Himself. Jeremiah 9:23–24

Attributes of God The perfections that describe God’s 
character and nature. Exodus 34:6–7

Eternality God has no beginning or end. Psalm 90:2

Omniscience God knows all things perfectly. Psalm 139:1–6

Omnipresence God is fully present everywhere. Psalm 139:7–12

Omnipotence God possesses unlimited power. Jeremiah 32:17

Immutability God’s character does not change. Malachi 3:6

Sovereignty God reigns with ultimate authority 
over creation. Ephesians 1:11

Holiness God is perfectly pure and set apart 
from all evil. Isaiah 6:1–8

Trinity The one God eternally exists as 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Matthew 28:19

DISCUSSION
1. What have you learned about God from your family, culture, or past experiences, and where might those 
ideas need to be corrected by Scripture?

2. Which attribute of God brings you the most comfort right now, and why?

3. Which attribute of God most challenges your current view of Him?

4. How does understanding God’s holiness deepen your appreciation of His love and grace?

5. What would practically change in your life if God—not your circumstances, desires, or fears—truly became 
the center?
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02 — THE TRUTH WE TRUST
THE WORD WE TRUST

ESSENTIAL BELIEF

Scripture

BIG QUESTION

How does God speak to us?

ESSENTIAL TRUTH

The Bible is God’s inspired and trustworthy Word. Through Scripture, God reveals who He is, what He 
has done, and how we are to live as His people.

GOD IS NOT SILENT
Every relationship depends on communication. We cannot know someone deeply without hearing their voice, 
receiving their words, and learning their heart. The same is true with God. Many people want to hear from God 
while neglecting the primary way He has chosen to speak.

God has revealed Himself through creation, through His Son Jesus Christ, and through Scripture. The Bible is not 
merely a collection of ancient religious writings. It is God’s revelation to humanity, telling us who He is, who we 
are, what went wrong, what Jesus has done, and where history is going. When we open Scripture, we are not 
merely gathering information; we are learning to hear and trust the God who speaks.

WHY THIS MATTERS
Every day we live among competing voices. Culture tells us what is true. Social media tells us what matters. 
Friends tell us who we should become. Our emotions tell us what feels right. The question is not whether we will 
be influenced; the question is which voice will have authority.

Without God’s Word, we drift. We begin to define truth by preference, morality by culture, and purpose by 
personal ambition. Scripture anchors us. It corrects us when we wander, comforts us when we suffer, guides us 
when we are confused, and continually points us back to Jesus.

WHAT IS THE BIBLE?
The Bible is a collection of 66 books written by more than 40 human authors across roughly 1,500 years. It was 
written in different cultures, places, and literary styles, yet it tells one unified story: God’s creation, humanity’s 
fall, God’s redemption through Jesus Christ, and the restoration of all things.

GENRE HOW IT SERVES THE STORY

History / Narrative Records God’s acts among real people and events.

Poetry Expresses worship, lament, wisdom, and the human response to 
God.
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Wisdom Literature Forms God’s people in wise and faithful living.

Prophecy Calls God’s people back to covenant faithfulness and announces 
His purposes.

Gospels Reveal the life, teaching, death, and resurrection of Jesus.

Letters Teach churches and believers how the Gospel shapes faith and 
life.

Apocalyptic Uses vivid imagery to reveal God’s rule, judgment, victory, and 
promised future.

Different genres require careful reading, but they belong to one story and ultimately reveal the same divine 
Author.

SCRIPTURE IS INSPIRED, TRUE, AND ALIVE
Inspiration means God guided human authors by the Holy Spirit so that they wrote what He intended. The 
writers were not erased in the process; their personalities, vocabulary, experiences, and styles remain visible. Yet 
God sovereignly worked through them so that Scripture is truly human writing and truly God’s Word.

Scripture: 2 Timothy 3:16–17, 2 Peter 1:20–21

Because God is trustworthy, His Word is trustworthy. Scripture is true in all that it affirms, though faithful 
interpretation still requires us to read poetry as poetry, narrative as narrative, wisdom as wisdom, and letters as 
letters.

Scripture: Psalm 19:7–11, John 17:17, Isaiah 40:8

Scripture is also living and active. The Bible does more than transfer information; the Holy Spirit uses the Word 
to expose, renew, correct, nourish, and transform us.

Scripture: Hebrews 4:12, Romans 12:2, James 1:22–25

And the center of Scripture is Jesus. The Bible is not primarily a rulebook or a collection of disconnected 
inspirational stories. From Genesis to Revelation, Scripture unfolds God’s redemptive purpose that reaches its 
fulfillment in Christ.

Scripture: Luke 24:27, John 5:39, Colossians 1:15–20

HOW GOD REVEALS HIMSELF
Theologians commonly describe God’s self-disclosure in two categories: general revelation and special revelation. 
Both come from God, but they do not communicate the same amount of truth.

GENERAL REVELATION SPECIAL REVELATION

God reveals Himself through creation and human conscience. God reveals Himself directly through Scripture, Jesus Christ, and 
His acts in history.

Available broadly to humanity. Provides specific knowledge of God’s character and redemptive 
work.

Shows that God exists and that humanity is accountable to Him. Reveals who God is and the Gospel by which sinners are saved.

Psalm 19:1–4; Romans 1:18–20; Romans 2:14–15 Hebrews 1:1–3; John 1:1–18; 2 Timothy 3:16–17
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General revelation tells us that God exists. Special revelation tells us who God is and reveals His saving work.

THE AUTHORITY OF SCRIPTURE
The Bible is not authoritative because the Church voted to make it authoritative. Scripture carries authority 
because it comes from God. Biblical authority means God’s Word serves as the final standard for what Christians 
believe and how we live. Culture changes, opinions change, and feelings change; God’s Word remains.

Scripture: Isaiah 40:8, Matthew 24:35, John 17:17

Christians do not stand above Scripture and decide which parts deserve to rule us. We stand beneath Scripture 
and allow God’s Word to correct our assumptions, confront our sin, reshape our thinking, and direct our lives.

ILLUMINATION: WHY WE NEED THE HOLY SPIRIT
Illumination is the work of the Holy Spirit helping believers understand, receive, and apply the meaning of 
Scripture. Illumination does not mean the Spirit gives secret meanings that are absent from the text. He opens 
our minds and hearts to grasp and submit to the truth God has already revealed.

Scripture: John 16:13, 1 Corinthians 2:12–14, Ephesians 1:17–18

The Bible can be examined intellectually without the Spirit, but spiritual understanding involves more than 
analysis. The Spirit leads us beyond merely knowing what the text says into believing, loving, and obeying the 
truth it reveals.

HOW WE GOT THE BIBLE
The word canon means a measuring rod or recognized standard. The biblical canon refers to the books received 
by God’s people as inspired Scripture. The Church did not create the authority of these books; it recognized the 
authority God had already given them.

RECOGNITION QUESTION WHY IT MATTERED

Was it connected to an apostle or prophet? God’s revelation came through authorized witnesses and 
messengers.

Did it agree with previously revealed truth? God does not contradict Himself.

Was it broadly received among God’s people? Recognition was not merely the preference of one isolated group.

Did it bear the marks of divine authority? The writings demonstrated consistency with God’s revealed 
character and truth.

Jesus affirmed the Hebrew Scriptures, and the New Testament writings emerged from the apostolic era of the 
first century. The early Church increasingly recognized the same core collection, and by the fourth century the 
27-book New Testament canon was formally affirmed.

Scripture: Luke 24:44, Matthew 5:17–18, 2 Peter 3:15–16, 1 Timothy 5:18
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CAN WE TRUST THE BIBLE?
A common objection is that the Bible has been changed over time. The historical transmission of Scripture gives 
us strong reasons for confidence. Before printing, biblical manuscripts were copied by hand and preserved across 
communities. The abundance of surviving manuscript evidence allows scholars to compare copies and identify 
variations. Those variations do not overturn any central Christian doctrine.

EVIDENCE WHY IT MATTERS

Manuscript evidence A large manuscript tradition allows the biblical text to be 
compared and reconstructed with high confidence.

Archaeology Discoveries repeatedly illuminate and corroborate biblical people, 
places, customs, and historical settings.

Historical grounding Biblical writers locate their claims in identifiable rulers, places, 
events, and eyewitness testimony.

Fulfilled prophecy The biblical story contains promises and expectations Christians 
understand as fulfilled in Jesus Christ.

Internal coherence Across centuries, authors, and genres, Scripture tells a remarkably 
unified redemptive story.

Scripture: Luke 1:1–4, 2 Peter 1:16

UNDERSTANDING BIBLE TRANSLATIONS
The Old Testament was written primarily in Hebrew, with small portions in Aramaic, and the New Testament 
was written in Greek. Modern translations seek to faithfully communicate the meaning of those ancient texts in 
contemporary languages.

APPROACH EXAMPLES STRENGTH / CAUTION

More word-for-word NASB, ESV, NKJV Excellent for close study; wording can feel 
more formal.

More thought-for-thought NIV, NLT Highly readable; translators make more 
interpretive decisions in phrasing.

Paraphrase The Message
Can provide a fresh reading; best used 
alongside a translation rather than as the 
primary text for detailed study.

A healthy approach is to use a reliable translation consistently and compare other translations when a passage is 
difficult or when you want to see how translators handle a phrase.



A CONVINCED PURSUIT NO. 02

Vertical Pursuit   |   Essentials 11

HOW TO INTERPRET THE BIBLE
Reading Scripture faithfully requires humility, context, and careful attention. Our goal is not to make the Bible 
say what we want; it is to hear what God has communicated through the human authors.

PRINCIPLE PRACTICE

Context is king. Read what comes before and after a verse. Ask why the passage 
was written and how it fits the argument or story.

Scripture interprets Scripture. Use clearer passages and the wider biblical story to help 
understand difficult texts.

Consider genre. Read poetry, narrative, wisdom, prophecy, Gospel, letter, and 
apocalyptic literature according to their literary form.

Seek the author’s intended meaning. Ask what the author communicated to the original audience 
before jumping to personal application.

EXEGESIS VS. EISEGESIS
EXEGESIS EISEGESIS

Draws meaning out of the text. Reads our preferred meaning into the text.

Asks: What did the author mean? Asks: What do I want this to mean?

Studies context, history, grammar, and genre. Often isolates verses from context.

Submits our assumptions to Scripture. Uses Scripture to reinforce our assumptions.

Faithful interpretation begins by asking, “What does the Bible say?” before asking, “How does this apply to me?” 
Application matters deeply, but application must grow out of meaning rather than replace it.

A SIMPLE WAY TO STUDY SCRIPTURE
STEP QUESTION

1. Observe What does the text say? What words, ideas, people, actions, or 
patterns stand out?

2. Interpret What does the text mean in its literary, historical, and biblical 
context?

3. Apply How should I believe, respond, obey, or change because this is 
true?
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CLEARING UP THE CONFUSION
MISUNDERSTANDING BIBLICAL TRUTH

The Bible is outdated. Though written in ancient settings, God’s truth remains 
authoritative and relevant.

The Bible is only for pastors and scholars. God gave His Word to His people, and every disciple can grow in 
understanding it.

The Bible is primarily a book of rules. Scripture tells the story of God’s relationship with humanity and 
His redemption through Jesus.

Reading the Bible is mainly about gaining information. God uses Scripture for transformation, relationship, wisdom, and 
obedience.

A verse can mean whatever it means to me. A text has an intended meaning; faithful application begins by 
understanding that meaning.

THE GRAND STORY OF SCRIPTURE
MOVEMENT WHAT HAPPENS KEY TEXT

Creation God creates a good world and humanity in 
His image. Genesis 1–2

Fall Humanity rebels against God and sin 
fractures creation. Genesis 3

Redemption God unfolds His rescue plan, ultimately 
fulfilled in Jesus Christ. Genesis 12–John 19

Restoration The risen Jesus will return and God will 
make all things new. Revelation 21–22

Every book of the Bible fits somewhere within this unfolding story. Scripture is many books, but it tells one story
—and the story finds its center and fulfillment in Jesus.

KEY THEOLOGICAL TERMS
TERM PLAIN-LANGUAGE MEANING KEY SCRIPTURE

Revelation God making Himself and His truth known. Hebrews 1:1–3

General Revelation God’s self-disclosure through creation and 
conscience. Romans 1:18–20

Special Revelation God’s direct self-disclosure through His 
Word and ultimately Jesus. John 1:1–18

Inspiration The Holy Spirit’s work through human 
authors in the writing of Scripture. 2 Timothy 3:16–17

Authority Scripture’s right, as God’s Word, to govern 
Christian belief and life. John 17:17

Canon The recognized collection of inspired 
biblical books. Luke 24:44

Illumination The Spirit helping believers understand 
and embrace Scripture. 1 Corinthians 2:12–14

Exegesis Drawing the intended meaning out of the 
biblical text. 2 Timothy 2:15

Eisegesis Reading our own ideas into the biblical 
text. 2 Peter 3:16
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DISCUSSION
1. What role has the Bible played in your life so far, and what has most shaped your view of it?

2. Why do you think God chose to reveal Himself through written Scripture as well as through creation and 
ultimately Jesus?

3. When culture, emotions, personal experience, and Scripture seem to pull in different directions, which voice 
tends to have the greatest authority in your life?

4. What is the difference between asking, “What does this verse mean to me?” and first asking, “What did the 
author intend this text to mean?”

5. What is one change that would help you move from simply reading the Bible for information to allowing 
Scripture to form the way you think and live?
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03 — THE HUMANITY WE BEAR
THE IMAGE WE BEAR

ESSENTIAL BELIEF

Humanity

BIG QUESTION

Who am I?

ESSENTIAL TRUTH

Every human being is intentionally created by God, made in His image, embodied as a whole person, 
given meaningful agency, designed as male and female, and called to relationship, worship, work, 
stewardship, culture-making, and human flourishing under God’s loving rule.

HUMANITY BY DESIGN
Few questions are more personal or powerful than this one: Who am I? Some answer through achievement: “I am 
what I accomplish.” Others through approval: “I am what others think of me.” Some through desire: “I am what I 
feel.” Others through pain: “I am what happened to me.” Our culture often tells us identity is something we 
invent for ourselves.

Scripture gives a deeper starting point. Before you are a spouse, parent, student, athlete, employee, leader, citizen, 
or friend, you are created by God. You are made in His image. Your dignity, value, and purpose are received before 
they are achieved. Christianity begins its view of humanity not with self-expression or self-invention, but with 
creation. To understand yourself, you must begin with the God who made you.

Scripture: Genesis 1:26–28, Genesis 2:7, Psalm 139:13–16, Acts 17:24–28

WHY THIS MATTERS
What we believe about humanity shapes how we understand identity, purpose, freedom, morality, relationships, 
gender, sexuality, marriage, work, culture, justice, dignity, and discipleship. If people are merely biological 
machines, life is reduced to survival and instinct. If people are only consumers, life becomes comfort and 
pleasure. If identity is entirely self-created, personal preference becomes ultimate.

But if every person is an image-bearer created by God, then every human life possesses sacred worth and every 
person has a God-given purpose. A biblical theology of humanity changes not only how we see ourselves, but how 
we treat every other person.

MADE IN THE IMAGE OF GOD
Genesis describes humanity as uniquely made in the image of God—the Imago Dei. This does not mean human 
beings physically resemble God. It means we were created to represent God, reflect His character, relate to Him 
and one another, and rule under His authority as stewards of creation.
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Scripture: Genesis 1:26–27

DIMENSION OF THE IMAGE WHAT IT MEANS SCRIPTURE

Rational capacity We can think, reason, learn, communicate, 
imagine, solve problems, and create. Isaiah 1:18; Romans 12:2

Moral capacity
We possess moral awareness and recognize 
categories of good, evil, justice, and 
injustice.

Romans 2:14–15; Micah 6:8

Relational capacity We are designed for relationship with God 
and meaningful relationship with others. Genesis 2:18; John 17:20–23

Spiritual capacity We are created to know, worship, and 
commune with God. John 4:23–24; Ecclesiastes 3:11

Stewardship capacity
We are entrusted to cultivate, care for, 
develop, and wisely rule within God’s 
creation.

Genesis 1:28; Genesis 2:15; Psalm 8

THE DIGNITY OF HUMAN LIFE
Because every person bears God’s image, human dignity is inherent rather than earned. Intelligence, wealth, 
productivity, beauty, strength, health, popularity, usefulness, and social status can differ dramatically, but none 
of them creates human worth.

This truth reshapes the way Christians view the unborn, elderly, disabled, poor, refugee, prisoner, stranger, 
enemy, overlooked, inconvenient, and vulnerable. Every human being matters because every human being bears 
the Creator’s image. A biblical view of humanity therefore produces honor, compassion, justice, protection, and 
dignity.

Scripture: Psalm 139:13–16, James 3:9–10

FALSE SOURCE OF IDENTITY BIBLICAL TRUTH

“My worth comes from what I accomplish.” Achievement may reveal gifts and calling, but it cannot create 
your value.

“Some people are more valuable than others.” People have different roles and abilities, but every person equally 
bears God’s image.

“My identity is whatever I feel most deeply.” Feelings are real but not ultimate; God speaks more truthfully 
about us than our emotions or wounds.

“Freedom means I can define myself however I want.” True freedom is not self-invention but life aligned with the 
Creator’s good design.

THE WHOLE PERSON
Human beings are integrated, embodied persons. We are physical, emotional, intellectual, relational, moral, and 
spiritual. Scripture does not treat the body as worthless or the inner life as disconnected from everyday existence. 
God created and cares about the whole person.
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Scripture: Genesis 2:7, 1 Thessalonians 5:23, Hebrews 4:12

VIEW DESCRIPTION WHAT BOTH VIEWS AFFIRM

Dichotomy
Human nature is commonly described as 
body and soul/spirit, with soul and spirit 
often overlapping in biblical usage.

Human beings are more than physical 
bodies.

Trichotomy Human nature is described as body, soul, 
and spirit as distinguishable aspects.

Human beings are whole persons created 
and redeemed by God.

Christians have differed over whether soul and spirit should be treated as distinct aspects or as overlapping 
language for our inner life. The central biblical truth is more important than resolving the terminology: we are 
not souls trapped in bodies, and we are not merely physical organisms. God intends to redeem, restore, and 
transform all of who we are.

BODY, SOUL, AND SPIRIT
DIMENSION DESCRIPTION DISCIPLESHIP IMPLICATION

Body
Our physical, embodied life through which 
we work, serve, speak, worship, create, 
rest, and relate.

What we do with our bodies matters to 
God.

Soul
Our personal inner life—mind, emotions, 
desires, personality, will, longings, grief, 
joy, fear, and hope.

God seeks deep formation, not shallow 
behavior modification.

Spirit
Language Scripture uses for our inner 
capacity for communion and 
responsiveness to God.

We were created not merely to know facts 
about God but to know Him personally.

Scripture: John 1:14, Romans 12:1, 1 Corinthians 6:19–20, Psalm 42:1–2, Matthew 22:37, John 4:24, Romans 8:16

Whole-person discipleship therefore involves what we believe, love, desire, think, say, do with our bodies, how we 
relate, how we work, how we worship, and how we live. Discipleship is whole-life transformation into the 
likeness of Jesus.

Scripture: Romans 12:1–2, 2 Corinthians 3:18, Colossians 3:1–17

HUMAN AGENCY AND TRUE FREEDOM
One of God’s gifts to humanity is agency—the God-given capacity to think, choose, act, love, obey, create, and take 
responsibility. God did not create image-bearers as machines. Our choices, habits, obedience, desires, and 
response to Him matter.

Scripture: Genesis 2:15–17, Deuteronomy 30:19, Joshua 24:15, Galatians 5:13

Our culture often defines freedom as the ability to do whatever we want. Scripture gives a richer definition. True 
freedom is the ability to live according to God’s design. A fish is free in water, a train is free on its tracks, and a 
musician becomes increasingly free through disciplined mastery of an instrument. Freedom is not the absence of 
every boundary; it is life within the right boundaries.
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Scripture: John 8:31–36, James 1:25, Psalm 119:45

CULTURAL ASSUMPTION BIBLICAL VISION

Freedom means no limits. Limitless desire eventually becomes bondage; God’s boundaries 
protect life.

God’s commands keep me from joy. God’s commands guide His people toward life and flourishing.

If I desire something deeply, it must be right. Desires are powerful but must be formed under the loving 
lordship of Christ.

DIVINE SOVEREIGNTY AND HUMAN RESPONSIBILITY
Christians have debated the relationship between human freedom and divine sovereignty for centuries. Different 
traditions explain the mystery differently, but Scripture consistently holds several truths together: human beings 
make meaningful choices, God remains fully sovereign, God’s grace initiates and empowers our response, and 
human beings remain morally responsible.

BIBLICAL TRUTH WHAT SCRIPTURE AFFIRMS SCRIPTURE

Humans make real choices. God calls people to choose, repent, believe, 
follow, and obey. Joshua 24:15; Acts 17:30

God is fully sovereign. Nothing surprises God or defeats His 
ultimate purposes. Isaiah 46:9–10; Ephesians 1:11

Grace comes first. God pursues, loves, draws, and acts before 
our response. John 6:44; Romans 5:8; 1 John 4:19

Humans remain responsible. God’s sovereignty does not erase 
accountability for our choices.

Acts 2:23; Philippians 2:12–13; Romans 
14:12

Scripture does not give us a mechanical formula explaining exactly how these truths fit together. It gives us a 
relational picture: God initiates and we respond; God draws and we come; God empowers and we obey; God works 
in us and we work out what He is working in.

Scripture: Philippians 2:12–13, Genesis 50:20

PICTURE IT: WIND AND SAILS
Imagine a sailboat on the water. The sailor cannot create the wind; the wind is a gift. But the sailor can raise the 
sail and participate in its movement. In the same way, God’s grace is not something we manufacture. It comes 
first and makes response possible. Human response never replaces divine grace; it participates in what grace 
empowers.

CONSCIENCE AND MORAL AWARENESS
Human beings possess moral awareness. Across cultures, people recognize categories such as good and evil, 
justice and injustice, honor and shame, right and wrong. Scripture describes conscience as an internal moral 
witness, but conscience is not infallible. It can be weak, wounded, hardened, ignored, or misinformed and 
therefore must be trained by God’s Word and Spirit.

Scripture: Romans 2:14–15, Ecclesiastes 3:11, 1 Timothy 4:2
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Morality cannot be reduced simply to personal preference or social construction. Cultures differ in how moral 
convictions are expressed and applied, but the reality of moral accountability points beyond humanity to the God 
in whose image we were made.

MALE AND FEMALE: EQUAL DIGNITY, DISTINCT DESIGN
Genesis teaches that God created humanity male and female, and both equally bear His image. Men and women 
therefore possess equal worth, dignity, value, and spiritual significance. In Christ, both are equally loved, saved, 
indwelt by the Spirit, and included among God’s people.

Scripture: Genesis 1:27, Genesis 2:18–25, Galatians 3:28

Equality does not require sameness, and difference does not imply superiority. Scripture roots sexual distinction 
in creation itself. Our bodies are not irrelevant containers around the “real self”; embodied life is part of God’s 
good design and therefore matters to identity and discipleship.

SEXUALITY, MARRIAGE, AND COVENANT
Sexuality is not dirty, accidental, or merely biological. Scripture presents sexuality as created by God, powerful, 
purposeful, and covenant-oriented. Sexual intimacy is designed to express one-flesh union within marriage, 
while our deepest identity is never reducible to sexuality. Our deepest identity begins with being created by God 
and, for the Christian, belonging to Christ.

Scripture: Genesis 2:24, Matthew 19:4–6, 1 Corinthians 6:18–20, Galatians 2:20, 2 Corinthians 5:17

Marriage is not merely a human invention or legal contract. Scripture presents it as a covenant relationship 
between one man and one woman in which two distinct lives are joined into one flesh. A contract is built 
primarily around terms and mutual benefit; covenant is built around faithful self-giving commitment.

Scripture: Genesis 2:18–25, Matthew 19:4–6, Ephesians 5:31–32

ONE-FLESH UNION WHAT IT INVOLVES

Physical Sexual intimacy embodies and expresses covenant union.

Emotional Two people share joys, sorrows, dreams, fears, burdens, and 
celebrations.

Spiritual Husband and wife can become fellow disciples who worship, pray, 
serve, and grow together.

Covenantal God joins two lives into a new family unit marked by faithfulness 
and commitment.

GENESIS 2:24 COVENANT MOVEMENT

Leave A new primary family relationship is established.

Cleave Husband and wife hold fast to one another with enduring 
covenant commitment.

Weave Two histories, resources, dreams, families, and lives increasingly 
become a shared “we.”
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Marriage also points beyond itself. Paul describes the covenant union of husband and wife as a mystery that 
ultimately reflects Christ’s covenant love for His Church. Marriage is therefore about more than personal 
happiness; it can become a living witness to sacrificial love, faithfulness, holiness, family, and mission.

Scripture: Ephesians 5:22–33

VOCATION: CREATED FOR PURPOSE
Humanity was created not merely to exist but to participate in God’s purposes. Before sin entered the world, God 
gave humanity meaningful work. Work itself is therefore not the curse; frustration and distortion entered work 
through the Fall. Vocation is part of human design.

Scripture: Genesis 1:28, Genesis 2:15, Ephesians 2:10

THE CULTURAL MANDATE HUMAN CALLING

Be fruitful and multiply Cultivate life, family, and communities.

Fill the earth Extend faithful human presence throughout creation.

Subdue and rule wisely Exercise delegated stewardship under God rather than exploit 
creation.

Cultivate and keep Develop, protect, and care for what God has entrusted.

Create culture
Build families, schools, churches, businesses, art, technology, 
systems, and communities that can reflect God’s wisdom and 
goodness.

Every legitimate vocation can become an act of worship when it is offered to God in faith, excellence, love, and 
service. The question is not only, “What do I do?” but also, “Who am I doing it for?”

Scripture: Colossians 3:23–24, 1 Corinthians 10:31, Matthew 5:13–16

HUMAN FLOURISHING
God’s design is not opposed to human flourishing; it is the pathway toward it. Biblical flourishing is deeper than 
comfort, wealth, success, or uninterrupted happiness. It means knowing God, living in truth, loving others, 
walking in holiness, practicing justice, cultivating creation, working with purpose, belonging in community, 
worshiping rightly, and living under God’s good rule.

Scripture: Psalm 16:11, John 10:10, Micah 6:8

Like a mirror, humanity was created to reflect rather than generate the ultimate image. Our purpose is not self-
glorification but God-reflection—to display His goodness, creativity, wisdom, love, justice, and glory through 
embodied lives faithfully lived before Him.

CLEARING UP THE CONFUSION
MISUNDERSTANDING BIBLICAL TRUTH

My worth comes from achievement. Worth is given by the Creator before it is achieved.

God only cares about my spirit. God cares about the whole person—body, inner life, relationships, 
work, and worship.

Freedom means no limits. True freedom is life aligned with God’s good design.



A CONVINCED PURSUIT NO. 02

Vertical Pursuit   |   Essentials 20

If God is sovereign, my choices do not matter. Scripture affirms both divine sovereignty and meaningful human 
responsibility.

The body has nothing to do with identity. We are embodied persons; our bodies are part of God’s creation 
and matter to discipleship.

Love means affirming every desire. Biblical love seeks another’s good according to God’s truth.

Marriage exists mainly to make me happy. Marriage includes joy but is also covenant, formation, 
faithfulness, family, and Gospel witness.

Only ministry work matters to God. All legitimate work can glorify God when offered faithfully to Him.

KEY THEOLOGICAL TERMS
TERM PLAIN-LANGUAGE MEANING KEY SCRIPTURE

Imago Dei The biblical truth that every human being 
is made in the image of God. Genesis 1:26–27

Human Dignity
The inherent worth every person possesses 
because of God’s creation, not 
achievement.

James 3:9–10

Embodiment The truth that our physical bodies are an 
essential part of our created humanity. Genesis 2:7

Dichotomy The view that human nature is described 
primarily as body and soul/spirit. Matthew 10:28

Trichotomy The view that body, soul, and spirit can be 
distinguished as aspects of human nature. 1 Thessalonians 5:23

Agency
The God-given capacity to make 
meaningful choices and take 
responsibility.

Joshua 24:15

Conscience The internal moral witness that must be 
formed by God’s truth. Romans 2:14–15

Covenant
A binding relationship of faithful 
commitment, central to biblical marriage 
and God’s dealings with His people.

Genesis 2:24

Cultural Mandate Humanity’s calling to cultivate, steward, 
develop, and wisely rule God’s world. Genesis 1:28

Vocation Our God-given calling expressed through 
faithful work and responsibility. Colossians 3:23–24

DISCUSSION
1. What has most shaped the way you see yourself, and how does being made in the image of God challenge or 
deepen that identity?

2. Why does the Imago Dei give every human being dignity regardless of ability, productivity, status, age, or 
usefulness?

3. How does viewing yourself as an embodied whole person change the way you think about spiritual 
formation and discipleship?

4. What is the difference between cultural definitions of freedom and the biblical idea of flourishing within 
God’s good design?
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5. How could your relationships, work, sexuality, choices, and responsibilities more intentionally become ways 
of reflecting God’s character and purposes?
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VERTICAL PURSUIT • ESSENTIALS

04 — THE PROBLEM WE FACE
THE PROBLEM WE SHARE

ESSENTIAL BELIEF

Sin

BIG QUESTION

What went wrong with the world—and with us?

ESSENTIAL TRUTH

Sin is humanity’s rebellion against God and His good design. It corrupts our nature, distorts our 
desires, fractures our relationships, enslaves us to false gods, brings guilt and death, and leaves us 
unable to rescue ourselves. Yet even in our rebellion, God moves toward sinners with grace and 
promises redemption.

SOMETHING HAS GONE WRONG
The Bible begins with a good God creating a good world and human beings made in His image. Yet the world we 
experience is marked by violence, injustice, shame, addiction, betrayal, exploitation, loneliness, suffering, and 
death. The problem is not merely “out there.” We also recognize disorder within ourselves. We know what is right 
and still choose what is wrong. We desire what harms us. We hurt people we love. We hide, blame, compare, 
control, and justify ourselves.

Scripture gives this universal human problem a name: sin. Sin is more than breaking a few religious rules. It is 
the rejection of God’s rightful rule and the attempt to live independently from the One who gives life. To 
understand why the Gospel is such good news, we must first understand the depth of the problem it came to 
solve.

Scripture: Genesis 3:1–24, Romans 3:23, Romans 7:15–24

THE FALL: FROM TRUST TO REBELLION
Genesis 3 describes humanity’s first rebellion. The serpent questioned God’s Word, distorted God’s character, and 
suggested that genuine life could be found by stepping outside God’s boundaries. Adam and Eve chose autonomy 
over trust. They reached for the right to define good and evil for themselves.

That pattern remains at the heart of sin. Sin says, “I will decide what is true. I will determine what is good. I will 
rule my own life.” The first temptation was not simply about forbidden fruit; it was about whether humanity 
would trust God as God.
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Scripture: Genesis 3:1–7

THE PATTERN OF TEMPTATION WHAT HAPPENS

Question God’s Word “Did God really say?” Truth becomes negotiable.

Question God’s goodness God’s boundaries are portrayed as deprivation rather than 
protection.

Elevate human desire What appears desirable becomes more authoritative than what 
God has said.

Choose autonomy Human beings attempt to become their own final authority.

Hide and blame Sin produces shame, fear, self-protection, and fractured 
relationship.

WHAT IS SIN?
Scripture uses several images to describe sin because no single word captures its full reality. Sin is lawlessness 
and transgression, but it is also rebellion, idolatry, unbelief, corruption, and falling short of God’s glory. It 
includes both what we do and what we fail to do.

Scripture: 1 John 3:4, James 4:17, Romans 3:23, Isaiah 53:6

BIBLICAL PICTURE MEANING

Rebellion Rejecting God’s rightful authority and choosing self-rule.

Transgression Crossing a boundary God has established.

Missing the mark Falling short of God’s holy character and purpose.

Idolatry Giving created things the trust, love, allegiance, or worship that 
belongs to God.

Unbelief Refusing to trust God’s character, Word, or promises.

Omission Failing to do the good we know God calls us to do.

This means sin cannot be reduced to a list of especially bad behaviors committed by especially bad people. Sin 
reaches beneath behavior into worship, desire, trust, allegiance, and the orientation of the heart.

SIN AS IDOLATRY
At the center of sin is disordered worship. Human beings were created to worship God, but when we reject Him 
we do not stop worshiping—we redirect worship toward created things. An idol is anything we ask to give us 
what only God can ultimately provide: identity, security, worth, meaning, control, pleasure, or salvation.

Scripture: Romans 1:21–25, Exodus 20:3–5

GOOD GIFT WHEN IT BECOMES AN IDOL

Success “I must achieve in order to matter.”

Approval “I need people to affirm me in order to be secure.”

Comfort “My life must remain easy for me to be okay.”

Control “I must manage outcomes because I cannot trust God.”

Relationships “Another person must complete me or give me ultimate worth.”
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Pleasure “If it feels good, it must be good.”

Religion “My performance can make God owe me acceptance.”

The problem with idols is not always that the object itself is evil. Often a good thing becomes an ultimate thing. 
When created gifts take the Creator’s place, they eventually begin to master us.

ORIGINAL SIN AND HUMAN CORRUPTION
The effects of Adam’s rebellion did not remain isolated to one ancient couple. Scripture presents Adam as 
humanity’s representative head: through his sin, guilt, corruption, and death entered the human story. We are 
born into a fallen human condition and then personally confirm that condition through our own sin.

Scripture: Romans 5:12–19, Psalm 51:5, 1 Corinthians 15:21–22

The doctrine of original sin does not mean every person is as evil as they could possibly be. It means sin reaches 
every dimension of human nature. Our minds, desires, wills, bodies, relationships, institutions, and cultures are 
all touched by the Fall. Theologians often call this total depravity—not that we are maximally wicked, but that no 
part of us remains untouched by sin.

TOTAL DEPRAVITY DOES NOT MEAN TOTAL DEPRAVITY DOES MEAN

Every person is equally wicked. Sin affects every human being.

People are incapable of any civic or relational good. Even our good actions cannot erase guilt or make us righteous 
before God.

Human beings have lost the image of God. The image remains, but it is distorted by sin.

People are beyond God’s love. We are unable to save ourselves and desperately need grace.

GUILT AND CORRUPTION
Sin creates both guilt and corruption. Guilt describes our objective standing as lawbreakers before a holy God. 
Corruption describes the inward distortion of our nature and desires. We do wrong because we are sinners, and 
our repeated wrongdoing further forms us in sinful patterns.

Scripture: Romans 3:9–20, Jeremiah 17:9, Mark 7:20–23

GUILT CORRUPTION

Our legal problem before God. Our moral and spiritual disorder within.

We have violated God’s holy standard. Our desires and habits have been distorted by sin.

We need forgiveness and justification. We need regeneration and transformation.

The Gospel answers our condemnation. The Gospel also begins the renewal of our nature.

SIN ENSLAVES
Sin promises freedom but produces slavery. Jesus taught that everyone who practices sin becomes a slave to sin. 
Repeated choices become habits; habits shape desires; desires form patterns; and patterns can become masters. 
What begins as something we control can eventually begin controlling us.
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Scripture: John 8:34–36, Romans 6:16–23, 2 Peter 2:19

THE DOWNWARD MOVEMENT DESCRIPTION

Desire Something promises satisfaction apart from God.

Choice We act on the disordered desire.

Habit Repeated choices create practiced patterns.

Bondage The pattern increasingly controls us.

Death Sin ultimately separates, destroys, and produces death.

This is why the biblical answer to sin must be deeper than “try harder.” We do not merely need better advice. We 
need rescue, forgiveness, a new heart, a new identity, and a new power.

THE FRACTURE OF SIN
Genesis 3 shows that sin immediately fractured every major relationship for which humanity was created. Adam 
and Eve hid from God, felt shame within themselves, blamed one another, and experienced conflict with creation. 
The Fall bends every dimension of human life away from its intended harmony.

RELATIONSHIP BEFORE THE FALL AFTER THE FALL

God Trust, fellowship, worship Fear, hiding, alienation

Self Wholeness and innocence Shame, confusion, self-deception

Others Unity and mutuality Blame, conflict, domination

Creation Fruitful stewardship Frustration, toil, disorder

Scripture: Genesis 3:7–19, Romans 8:20–23

SIN IS PERSONAL AND SYSTEMIC
The Bible speaks of sin both as individual rebellion and as something that can become embedded in 
communities, cultures, institutions, and systems. Individual greed can create exploitative practices. Individual 
prejudice can become cultural hostility. Individual lust can fuel industries of exploitation. Individual pride can 
shape institutions around power and self-preservation.

Systemic evil never removes personal responsibility, and personal repentance should never make us indifferent 
to unjust structures. Scripture calls God’s people to examine both the sin within us and the ways collective 
human rebellion harms our neighbors.

Scripture: Isaiah 1:16–17, Amos 5:21–24, Micah 6:8, James 2:1–9

THE WAGES OF SIN
Sin is serious because God is holy and because sin destroys what God loves. Scripture describes the ultimate 
consequence of sin as death. Physical death entered the human story through the Fall, but the biblical picture is 
larger: sin produces spiritual alienation from God, relational destruction, and ultimately judgment.

Scripture: Genesis 2:17, Romans 6:23, Ephesians 2:1–3
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God’s judgment is not a divine temper tantrum. It is the righteous response of a holy and loving God to evil. A God 
who never judged abuse, oppression, violence, betrayal, exploitation, or wickedness would not be morally good. 
Divine justice means evil will not have the final word.

WHY WE CANNOT SAVE OURSELVES
Human beings instinctively try to solve the sin problem through comparison, morality, religion, achievement, 
education, politics, self-improvement, or good intentions. These things may restrain some forms of evil or 
produce genuine social good, but none can reconcile a guilty sinner to a holy God.

Scripture: Isaiah 64:6, Romans 3:20, Ephesians 2:8–9, Titus 3:3–7

OUR ATTEMPT WHY IT CANNOT SAVE

Comparison Being better than someone else does not make us holy.

Morality Good behavior cannot erase past guilt or transform the heart.

Religion Religious performance cannot put God in our debt.

Achievement Success cannot reconcile us to God.

Self-improvement We cannot repair spiritual death through personal effort.

Christianity does not begin with the message that bad people should become nicer. It announces that spiritually 
dead people need to be made alive and guilty people need to be forgiven. We need a Savior.

GRACE APPEARS IN THE MIDDLE OF THE RUINS
Genesis 3 is a story of rebellion and judgment, but it is also the first place the Bible begins to reveal God’s 
redemptive pursuit. After Adam and Eve sinned, God came looking for them. He asked, “Where are you?” not 
because He lacked information, but because relationship had been ruptured.

God judged sin, yet He also clothed their shame and promised that the offspring of the woman would ultimately 
crush the serpent. Theologians have often called Genesis 3:15 the protoevangelium—the first announcement of 
the Gospel. The Bible’s story of redemption begins almost immediately after humanity’s fall.

Scripture: Genesis 3:9, Genesis 3:15, Genesis 3:21

THE FALL REVEALS GRACE BEGINS TO REVEAL

Humanity hides. God seeks.

Sin exposes shame. God provides covering.

The serpent deceives. God promises a conquering offspring.

Death enters. God begins unfolding His rescue plan.
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CLEARING UP THE CONFUSION
MISUNDERSTANDING BIBLICAL TRUTH

Sin is only breaking religious rules. Sin is rebellion against God, disordered worship, and rejection of 
His good rule.

People are basically good and only need improvement. Human beings retain God’s image but are deeply corrupted by sin 
and need rescue.

If something feels natural, it cannot be sinful. Our desires are affected by the Fall and must be brought under 
God’s truth.

My sin only affects me. Sin damages our relationship with God, ourselves, other people, 
and creation.

Some sins make certain people uniquely beyond grace. All have sinned, and the Gospel is offered to sinners on the basis of 
Christ rather than moral superiority.

Grace means sin is not serious. The cross shows both the seriousness of sin and the astonishing 
depth of God’s grace.

KEY THEOLOGICAL TERMS
TERM PLAIN-LANGUAGE MEANING KEY SCRIPTURE

Sin
Any failure to conform to God’s character, 
commands, or purposes in action, attitude, 
desire, or omission.

Romans 3:23

Fall
Humanity’s rebellion against God that 
brought sin and death into the human 
story.

Genesis 3

Original Sin The fallen condition and guilt connected to 
humanity’s solidarity with Adam. Romans 5:12–19

Total Depravity Sin affects every dimension of human 
nature, leaving us unable to save ourselves. Romans 3:9–18

Idolatry Giving created things the worship, trust, or 
allegiance that belongs to God. Romans 1:21–25

Transgression Crossing or violating a boundary 
established by God. 1 John 3:4

Guilt Our objective liability before God because 
we have violated His holy standard. Romans 3:19

Corruption The inward distortion of human nature 
and desire caused by sin. Mark 7:20–23

Judgment God’s righteous response to evil and 
rebellion. Romans 2:5–8

Protoevangelium
The first Gospel promise: the woman’s 
offspring will ultimately defeat the 
serpent.

Genesis 3:15

DISCUSSION
1. When you think about sin, do you tend to see it mainly as bad behavior, or as a deeper issue of worship, trust, 
and self-rule? Why?

2. Which biblical picture of sin—rebellion, idolatry, missing the mark, unbelief, transgression, or omission—
helps you understand the problem most clearly?
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3. How have you seen the pattern of desire → choice → habit → bondage operate in everyday life?

4. Why is it important to hold together both human dignity as image-bearers and human corruption through 
the Fall?

5. How does understanding the seriousness of sin make the grace of God and the need for Jesus more 
compelling?
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05 — THE SAVIOR WE NEED
THE PERSON AND WORK OF JESUS CHRIST

ESSENTIAL BELIEF

Jesus Christ

BIG QUESTION

Who is Jesus, and what did He accomplish?

ESSENTIAL TRUTH

Jesus Christ is the eternal Son of God who became fully human without ceasing to be fully God. Through 
His sinless life, substitutionary death, bodily resurrection, ascension, present reign, and promised 
return, He accomplishes God’s rescue of humanity and victory over sin, death, and Satan.

EVERYTHING CENTERS ON JESUS
Christianity is not ultimately built around a moral code, religious institution, political movement, or philosophy. 
It is built around a Person. The central question of the Christian faith is the question Jesus asked His disciples: 
“Who do you say that I am?”

Scripture: Matthew 16:13–17

The New Testament presents Jesus as more than a prophet, teacher, miracle worker, or spiritual example. He is 
the eternal Son who entered His own creation, took on human flesh, lived among us, died for our sins, rose bodily 
from the grave, ascended to the Father, reigns as Lord, and will return as King. If we misunderstand Jesus, we 
misunderstand Christianity.

THE ETERNAL SON
Jesus did not begin to exist in Bethlehem. The Son existed eternally with the Father and the Holy Spirit before 
creation. John describes Him as the eternal Word who was with God and was God, and then declares that this 
Word became flesh and lived among us.

Scripture: John 1:1–3, John 1:14, John 17:5, Colossians 1:15–17

The New Testament repeatedly gives Jesus names, works, worship, and authority that belong to God. He forgives 
sins, receives worship, exercises authority over creation, gives eternal life, and identifies Himself with the divine 
name. Christianity therefore confesses Jesus not merely as godlike, but as truly God.

Scripture: Mark 2:5–12, John 8:58, John 20:28, Hebrews 1:1–3

THE INCARNATION: GOD WITH US
The incarnation is the miracle by which the eternal Son of God took to Himself a true human nature without 
ceasing to be divine. Jesus did not merely appear human, and He did not temporarily disguise Himself as a man. 
He became flesh. The Creator entered creation.
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Scripture: John 1:14, Philippians 2:5–8, Hebrews 2:14–18

The virgin conception of Jesus emphasizes both divine initiative and genuine humanity. Jesus was conceived by 
the Holy Spirit and born of Mary. He entered human history as we do—through birth—while His conception 
uniquely testified that salvation originates in God.

Scripture: Matthew 1:18–25, Luke 1:26–35

FULLY GOD AND FULLY HUMAN
Historic Christianity describes the identity of Jesus with the doctrine of the hypostatic union: Jesus Christ is one 
Person with two complete natures, divine and human. His deity is not diluted by His humanity, and His 
humanity is not swallowed up by His deity.

JESUS IS FULLY GOD JESUS IS FULLY HUMAN

Eternal Son Born as a real human being

Creator of all things Possessed a true human body

Receives worship Experienced hunger, thirst, fatigue, sorrow, and pain

Forgives sins Grew in wisdom and lived within human history

Possesses divine authority Was tempted yet remained without sin

Conquered death Truly suffered and truly died

ONE PERSON — TWO NATURES

Scripture: John 1:1–14, Colossians 2:9, Hebrews 4:15, Philippians 2:5–8

Jesus is not fifty percent God and fifty percent human. He is fully God and fully human at the same time. This 
matters because only one who is truly human can represent humanity, and only one who is truly divine can 
accomplish the salvation humanity needs.

WHY JESUS HAD TO BE HUMAN
BECAUSE JESUS IS TRULY HUMAN HE CAN

He shares our humanity. Represent us before God.

He experienced temptation without sin. Obey where humanity failed.

He possessed a real human body. Die a real death in our place.

He suffered in the human condition. Sympathize with our weakness.

He rose bodily from death. Become the firstfruits of the resurrection to come.

Scripture: Romans 5:18–19, Hebrews 2:17–18, Hebrews 4:15, 1 Corinthians 15:20–22
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WHY JESUS HAD TO BE GOD
BECAUSE JESUS IS TRULY GOD HE CAN

His life possesses infinite worth. Provide a sufficient sacrifice for sinners.

He possesses divine authority. Forgive sin and give eternal life.

He is the Creator and Lord. Defeat the powers that enslave creation.

He is eternally one with the Father. Perfectly reveal God to humanity.

He is the source of life. Conquer death rather than remain under its power.

Scripture: John 1:18, John 10:28–30, Colossians 1:15–20

THE SINLESS LIFE OF JESUS
Jesus did what Adam, Israel, and every other human being failed to do: He lived in complete faithfulness to the 
Father. He faced genuine temptation yet never sinned. His obedience was not incidental to salvation; it qualified 
Him to become the spotless sacrifice and the righteous representative of His people.

Scripture: Hebrews 4:15, 1 Peter 2:22, 2 Corinthians 5:21

The Gospel is therefore not simply that Jesus died the death we deserved. It is also that He lived the righteous life 
we failed to live. Our hope rests in His obedience, not ours.

THE CROSS: WHAT DID JESUS ACCOMPLISH?
The cross stands at the center of the Christian Gospel. Yet Scripture uses multiple images to explain what 
happened there because Christ’s death accomplished more than one thing. No single metaphor exhausts the 
meaning of the cross.

Scripture: 1 Corinthians 15:3–4, Romans 3:23–26, 1 Peter 2:24

TERM WHAT CHRIST ACCOMPLISHES KEY SCRIPTURE

Substitution Jesus dies in our place, bearing the 
consequence our sin deserved. Isaiah 53:4–6; 1 Peter 2:24

Atonement Sin is dealt with and the barrier between 
holy God and sinful humanity is addressed. Romans 3:25; Hebrews 9:26

Propitiation God’s righteous wrath against sin is 
satisfied through Christ’s sacrifice. Romans 3:25–26; 1 John 2:2

Redemption Jesus purchases us out of bondage and sets 
us free. Mark 10:45; Ephesians 1:7

Reconciliation Enemies are brought back into restored 
relationship with God. Romans 5:10–11; 2 Corinthians 5:18–21

Justification Those who trust Christ are declared 
righteous before God. Romans 5:1; 2 Corinthians 5:21

Victory Through the cross Jesus defeats the powers 
of sin, death, and Satan. Colossians 2:13–15; Hebrews 2:14–15

These are not competing theories that force us to choose one image and discard the others. Together they show 
the richness of Christ’s saving work: He bears our sin, satisfies justice, purchases freedom, restores relationship, 
gives righteousness, and defeats our enemies.
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SUBSTITUTION: IN OUR PLACE
At the cross, Jesus voluntarily stands in the place of sinners. Isaiah anticipated a Servant who would be pierced 
for our transgressions and crushed for our iniquities. The New Testament identifies Jesus as the One who bore 
our sins in His body on the tree.

Scripture: Isaiah 53:4–6, Mark 10:45, 1 Peter 2:24

Substitution means salvation is not achieved by pretending sin does not matter. God deals with sin justly and 
mercifully in the self-giving sacrifice of the Son. The Judge Himself provides the rescue.

REDEMPTION AND RECONCILIATION
Redemption uses the language of liberation and purchase. Humanity is enslaved to sin and unable to free itself, 
but Christ gives His life as a ransom and purchases His people for God.

Scripture: Mark 10:45, Ephesians 1:7, 1 Peter 1:18–19

Reconciliation uses relational language. Sin makes us enemies of God, but through Christ the hostility is 
overcome and relationship is restored. The Gospel does not merely change our legal status; it brings us home to 
God.

Scripture: Romans 5:10–11, 2 Corinthians 5:18–21

CHRISTUS VICTOR: THE CONQUERING KING
The cross also represents cosmic victory. What appeared to be Jesus’ defeat became the defeat of the powers that 
held humanity captive. Through His death and resurrection, Christ disarmed rulers and authorities, broke the 
power of death, and defeated the devil’s claim over those who belong to Him.

Scripture: Colossians 2:13–15, Hebrews 2:14–15, 1 John 3:8

THE ENEMY CHRIST’S VICTORY

Sin Its guilt is forgiven and its mastery is broken.

Death Jesus enters death and rises victorious.

Satan The accuser and deceiver is decisively defeated.

Condemnation Those in Christ are no longer under judgment.

Alienation Enemies are reconciled to God.

THE RESURRECTION: THE VINDICATION OF JESUS
Christian faith does not end at the cross. On the third day, Jesus rose bodily from the dead. The resurrection is not 
merely a symbol that love wins or hope survives. Christianity claims that a real tomb became empty and the 
crucified Jesus appeared alive to His followers.

Scripture: Luke 24:1–43, 1 Corinthians 15:3–8

The resurrection vindicates Jesus’ identity, confirms the sufficiency of His saving work, defeats death, 
inaugurates new creation, and guarantees the future resurrection of His people. Paul goes so far as to say that if 
Christ has not been raised, Christian faith is futile.
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Scripture: Romans 1:4, Romans 4:25, 1 Corinthians 15:14–22

BECAUSE JESUS ROSE WE HAVE

His identity is vindicated. Confidence that Jesus truly is Lord and Messiah.

His sacrifice is confirmed. Assurance that sin has been decisively dealt with.

Death is defeated. A living hope stronger than the grave.

New creation has begun. The risen Christ is the firstfruits of what God will do for His 
people.

Our resurrection is promised. Christian hope is bodily restoration, not merely escape from earth.

THE ASCENSION AND PRESENT REIGN
Forty days after His resurrection, Jesus ascended to the Father. The ascension is not Jesus disappearing from 
relevance. It is His enthronement as the reigning Lord. The crucified and risen Christ now reigns at the Father’s 
right hand, intercedes for His people, pours out the Holy Spirit, and exercises authority over every power.

Scripture: Acts 1:6–11, Ephesians 1:20–23, Hebrews 7:25

JESUS NOW WHAT IT MEANS

Reigns Jesus possesses authority over every ruler and power.

Intercedes Our risen High Priest represents His people before the Father.

Sends the Spirit The Church lives and serves through the presence and power of 
the Holy Spirit.

Builds His Church Jesus continues His mission through His people.

Awaits the consummation The King who reigns now will return visibly and finally.

JESUS WILL RETURN
The story of Jesus is not finished. The same Jesus who ascended will return. His return will be personal, visible, 
bodily, glorious, and victorious. He will raise the dead, judge evil, fully establish His Kingdom, and renew 
creation.

Scripture: Acts 1:11, 1 Thessalonians 4:16–17, Revelation 19:11–16, Revelation 21:1–5

Christian hope is therefore not nostalgia for what Jesus once did. We trust the Christ who died, the Christ who 
rose, the Christ who reigns, and the Christ who is coming again.

THE WHOLE MOVEMENT OF CHRIST’S WORK
MOVEMENT WHAT JESUS DOES

Incarnation The eternal Son enters human history and becomes truly human.

Sinless Life Jesus lives in complete obedience to the Father.

Cross Jesus bears sin, satisfies justice, purchases freedom, reconciles 
sinners, and defeats the powers.

Resurrection Jesus conquers death and inaugurates new creation.

Ascension Jesus is exalted and enthroned as reigning Lord.
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Present Reign Jesus intercedes, sends the Spirit, and leads His Church.

Return Jesus comes again to judge evil, raise the dead, and restore 
creation.

CLEARING UP THE CONFUSION
MISUNDERSTANDING BIBLICAL TRUTH

Jesus was merely a great moral teacher. Jesus claimed and received divine authority and is presented by 
Scripture as the eternal Son of God.

Jesus was half God and half human. Jesus is one Person who is fully God and fully human.

The cross only shows how much God loves us. The cross reveals love, but it also accomplishes substitution, 
atonement, redemption, reconciliation, justification, and victory.

The resurrection is just a spiritual metaphor. The New Testament proclaims the bodily resurrection of Jesus as 
an event in history.

Jesus finished His work and is now absent. The risen Christ reigns, intercedes, sends His Spirit, leads His 
Church, and will return.

Christianity is mainly about following Jesus’ example. Jesus is our example, but first He is our Savior and Lord who 
accomplishes what we could never accomplish for ourselves.

KEY THEOLOGICAL TERMS
TERM PLAIN-LANGUAGE MEANING KEY SCRIPTURE

Incarnation The eternal Son of God taking to Himself a 
true human nature. John 1:14

Hypostatic Union
Jesus Christ is one Person with two 
complete natures: fully divine and fully 
human.

Colossians 2:9

Virgin Conception Jesus was conceived by the Holy Spirit and 
born of the virgin Mary. Luke 1:34–35

Substitution Jesus dies in the place of sinners. Isaiah 53:5–6

Atonement Christ’s work dealing with sin and 
restoring relationship with God. Romans 3:25

Propitiation Christ’s sacrifice satisfies God’s righteous 
judgment against sin. 1 John 2:2

Redemption Christ purchases and liberates people from 
bondage. Ephesians 1:7

Reconciliation Christ restores sinners to relationship with 
God. 2 Corinthians 5:18–21

Justification God declares the believer righteous on the 
basis of Christ. Romans 5:1

Christus Victor Christ’s victory over sin, death, Satan, and 
hostile powers. Colossians 2:15

Resurrection Jesus’ bodily rising from the dead on the 
third day. 1 Corinthians 15:3–8

Ascension The risen Jesus’ exaltation to the Father’s 
right hand. Acts 1:9–11
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DISCUSSION
1. Why is the identity of Jesus—not merely His teaching—central to the Christian faith?

2. Why does salvation require Jesus to be both fully God and fully human?

3. Which biblical picture of the cross—substitution, atonement, redemption, reconciliation, justification, or 
victory—most deepens your understanding of what Jesus accomplished?

4. What difference does the bodily resurrection of Jesus make for the way Christians understand hope, 
suffering, death, and the future?

5. How should the truth that Jesus is reigning now and will return shape the way you follow Him today?
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06 — THE GIFT WE RECEIVE
THE DOCTRINE OF SALVATION

ESSENTIAL BELIEF

Salvation

BIG QUESTION

How are sinners made right with God?

ESSENTIAL TRUTH

Salvation is the gracious work of God through Jesus Christ by which sinners are rescued from guilt and 
bondage, reconciled to God, made spiritually alive, declared righteous, adopted into God’s family, 
transformed by the Holy Spirit, preserved in faith, and ultimately glorified in the presence of God.

SALVATION IS GOD’S RESCUE
The previous sessions have brought us to a decisive point. Humanity was created in God’s image but has rebelled 
against Him. Sin leaves us guilty, corrupted, enslaved, alienated, and unable to save ourselves. Jesus entered that 
condition as the sinless Son of God, died in our place, rose from the dead, and defeated the powers that held us 
captive. Salvation is the application of Christ’s finished work to people who could never rescue themselves.

Christianity does not announce that good people can become slightly better. It announces that the lost can be 
found, the guilty forgiven, the spiritually dead made alive, enemies reconciled, slaves liberated, outsiders adopted, 
and sinners transformed by grace.

Scripture: Luke 19:10, Ephesians 2:1–10, Titus 3:3–7

SALVATION IS BY GRACE
Grace means God gives what we could never earn. Salvation begins in God’s love, initiative, and mercy rather than 
human worthiness. We do not climb our way to God through morality, religious performance, spiritual discipline, 
generosity, knowledge, or achievement. God moves toward us in Christ.

Scripture: Ephesians 2:8–9, Romans 3:23–24, Titus 3:4–7

Grace does not mean sin is insignificant. Grace is costly because the Son of God gave Himself for us. The cross 
simultaneously reveals the seriousness of sin and the generosity of God. We contribute nothing that puts God in 
our debt; we receive what Christ has accomplished as a gift.

GRACE THROUGH FAITH
Faith is the means by which we receive Christ and His saving work. Biblical faith is more than agreeing that 
certain facts about Jesus are true. It involves trust, dependence, and personal reliance upon Him. We are not 
saved because faith itself is a meritorious work; faith is the empty hand that receives the gift of grace.
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Scripture: John 1:12, John 3:16, Romans 3:28, Galatians 2:16

GRACE FAITH

God’s undeserved favor and saving action. Our trusting response to God’s grace in Christ.

The source of salvation. The means by which salvation is received.

Comes from God, not human achievement. Rests in Christ, not our moral record.

Excludes boasting. Produces dependence rather than self-righteousness.

REPENTANCE AND FAITH
The New Testament regularly joins repentance and faith. Repentance is not merely feeling bad about sin. It is a 
Spirit-enabled turning of mind, heart, and direction away from sin and toward God. Faith trusts Christ; 
repentance turns from the rival allegiances that keep us from Him.

Scripture: Mark 1:15, Acts 2:38, Acts 20:21

REPENTANCE FAITH

Turning from sin and self-rule. Turning toward Christ in trust.

A change of mind that produces a change of direction. Reliance on who Jesus is and what He has done.

Not payment for forgiveness. Not a work that earns salvation.

Continues throughout the Christian life. Deepens throughout the Christian life.

Repentance and faith are not competing steps. They are two sides of one response to the Gospel: we turn from 
what cannot save us and entrust ourselves to the One who can.

THE ORDER OF SALVATION
Theologians sometimes use the phrase ordo salutis—order of salvation—to describe the different dimensions of 
God’s saving work. These realities are deeply connected and some occur together, but distinguishing them helps 
us see how comprehensive salvation really is.

MOVEMENT WHAT GOD DOES

Grace / Calling God takes the initiative and calls sinners to Himself through the 
Gospel.

Regeneration The Holy Spirit makes the spiritually dead alive.

Conversion We respond to God through repentance and faith.

Justification God declares the believer righteous because of Christ.

Adoption God welcomes the believer into His family as a son or daughter.

Union with Christ The believer shares in the life and benefits of Christ.

Sanctification The Spirit progressively forms us into Christlikeness.

Perseverance God preserves His people as they continue in faith.

Glorification God completes salvation in resurrection and perfect restoration.
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REGENERATION: MADE ALIVE
Jesus described salvation as being born again. Regeneration is the work of the Holy Spirit by which spiritually 
dead people are made alive to God. We do not regenerate ourselves any more than we caused our own physical 
birth. New life originates in God.

Scripture: John 3:3–8, Ephesians 2:4–5, Titus 3:5

Regeneration means Christianity is more than adopting a new worldview or improving old habits. God gives new 
spiritual life, new desires, a new relationship with Him, and the indwelling presence of the Holy Spirit.

JUSTIFICATION: DECLARED RIGHTEOUS
Justification is God’s legal declaration that the sinner who trusts in Christ is righteous in His sight. This does not 
mean God pretends we have never sinned. It means our guilt has been borne by Christ and Christ’s righteousness 
is counted to us. Our standing before God rests on Jesus rather than our performance.

Scripture: Romans 3:21–26, Romans 5:1, 2 Corinthians 5:21, Philippians 3:8–9

OUR CONDITION CHRIST’S PROVISION

Guilty Christ bears our condemnation.

Unrighteous Christ’s righteousness is credited to us.

Condemned We are declared righteous in Christ.

Unable to boast We receive justification by grace through faith.

JUSTIFICATION AND SANCTIFICATION
Justification and sanctification must be distinguished without being separated. Justification changes our standing 
before God; sanctification changes the way we increasingly live before God. One is a once-for-all declaration; the 
other is an ongoing work of transformation.

JUSTIFICATION SANCTIFICATION

Declared righteous Becoming holy

Once-for-all standing Ongoing transformation

Based entirely on Christ’s work Produced by the Spirit in the believer

Changes our position Changes our practice

Complete in Christ Progressive throughout this life

Scripture: Romans 5:1, Romans 8:29, 1 Thessalonians 4:3, Hebrews 10:14

We are not sanctified in order to become justified. We are sanctified because we have been justified and united to 
Christ. Grace does not merely forgive us and leave us unchanged; the same grace that saves begins transforming 
us.
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ADOPTION: WELCOMED INTO THE FAMILY
The Gospel does more than move us from guilty to forgiven. God brings us into His family. Adoption means those 
united to Christ receive the status, privileges, intimacy, inheritance, and belonging of God’s sons and daughters.

Scripture: John 1:12–13, Romans 8:14–17, Galatians 4:4–7, Ephesians 1:5

JUSTIFICATION SAYS ADOPTION SAYS

You are no longer condemned. You are now welcomed.

Your legal standing has changed. Your family relationship has changed.

You are declared righteous. You are called a son or daughter.

The Judge accepts you in Christ. The Father brings you near.

This means the Christian life is not lived as an anxious employee trying to earn wages from God. It is lived as a 
beloved child learning to trust and obey the Father.

UNION WITH CHRIST
One of the richest New Testament descriptions of salvation is the phrase “in Christ.” Union with Christ means 
believers are spiritually joined to Jesus so that what belongs to Him becomes the source of their new identity and 
life. We share in the benefits of His death and resurrection because we belong to Him.

Scripture: Romans 6:3–11, Galatians 2:20, Ephesians 1:3–14, Colossians 3:1–4

IN CHRIST THE BELIEVER

He died to sin. We are united with Him in His death.

He rose to new life. We are raised to walk in newness of life.

He is righteous. We receive a new standing before God.

He is the beloved Son. We are adopted into God’s family.

He lives forever. Our future resurrection is secured in Him.

Christian identity therefore begins not with what we achieve for Jesus but with what has become true of us 
because we belong to Jesus.

SANCTIFICATION: BECOMING LIKE JESUS
Sanctification is the ongoing work of God by which believers are increasingly transformed into the character of 
Christ. It is genuinely God’s work and genuinely involves our participation. The Spirit changes us as we trust, 
obey, repent, practice the way of Jesus, live in community, and respond to grace.
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Scripture: Romans 8:29, 2 Corinthians 3:18, Philippians 2:12–13, 1 Thessalonians 4:3

GOD’S WORK OUR RESPONSE

The Spirit produces transformation. We yield, trust, and obey.

God renews our minds. We set our minds on what is true.

God exposes and convicts sin. We confess and repent.

God supplies grace and power. We practice faithful obedience.

God forms Christ in community. We remain connected to His people.

Sanctification is not sinless perfection in this life. Believers still struggle, fail, repent, and grow. The direction of 
the Christian life, however, is toward increasing conformity to Jesus.

GRACE AND GOOD WORKS
The New Testament is equally clear that good works cannot save us and that saving grace produces a life of good 
works. Ephesians 2 says we are saved by grace through faith, not by works—and then immediately says we are 
created in Christ Jesus for good works.

Scripture: Ephesians 2:8–10, James 2:14–18, Titus 2:11–14

GOOD WORKS ARE NOT GOOD WORKS ARE

The root of salvation. The fruit of salvation.

Payment that earns God’s acceptance. A response to acceptance already received in Christ.

A reason to boast. Evidence of grace at work.

A substitute for faith. The lived expression of genuine faith.

ELECTION, PREDESTINATION, AND GOD’S INITIATIVE
Scripture teaches that salvation begins in God’s gracious purpose rather than human achievement. Words such as 
election and predestination describe God’s sovereign initiative in choosing a people in Christ and determining 
that those who belong to Christ will ultimately be conformed to His image.

Scripture: Ephesians 1:3–6, Romans 8:28–30, 2 Thessalonians 2:13–14

Christians have developed different theological systems to explain exactly how divine election relates to human 
freedom and response. Those debates matter, but the biblical texts consistently direct election toward humility, 
assurance, worship, holiness, and mission—not speculation or spiritual pride.

SCRIPTURE EMPHASIZES THE RESPONSE IT SHOULD PRODUCE

Salvation originates in God’s grace. Humility rather than boasting.

God chose a people in Christ. Security in Christ rather than self-reliance.

God’s purpose is Christlikeness. Holiness rather than passivity.

The Gospel is proclaimed to all peoples. Mission rather than fatalism.
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ASSURANCE OF SALVATION
Can a Christian know they belong to God? The New Testament says yes. Assurance rests first in the character and 
promises of God and the finished work of Christ, not in the intensity of our emotions on a particular day.

Scripture: John 10:27–30, Romans 8:31–39, 1 John 5:11–13

FOUNDATION OF ASSURANCE WHAT IT MEANS

Christ’s finished work Our hope rests in what Jesus accomplished, not our flawless 
performance.

God’s promises God is faithful to what He has said.

The Spirit’s witness The Spirit confirms our adoption and produces new life.

Continuing faith Persevering trust in Christ marks those who belong to Him.

Growing fruit Transformation does not earn salvation but can provide evidence 
of grace at work.

Assurance is not confidence that we once performed the correct religious transaction. It is confidence in the 
living Christ who saves, keeps, transforms, and brings His people home.

PERSEVERANCE AND SECURITY
Scripture contains strong promises that God preserves His people and strong warnings calling believers to 
continue in faith. Rather than treating these as contradictions, we should allow both to shape discipleship. God 
keeps His people, and His people are called to keep trusting Him.

Scripture: John 10:28–29, Philippians 1:6, Hebrews 3:12–14, Colossians 1:22–23

GOD’S KEEPING GRACE THE BELIEVER’S PERSEVERANCE

God is faithful to complete His work. We are called to continue in faith.

Christ holds His sheep securely. We listen to and follow the Shepherd.

The Spirit seals believers. We are warned not to harden our hearts.

Grace preserves. Faith perseveres.

GLORIFICATION: SALVATION COMPLETED
Salvation has a future dimension. Glorification is the completion of God’s saving work when believers are raised 
bodily, freed completely from sin and death, and perfectly conformed to Christ in the renewed creation.

Scripture: Romans 8:18–30, 1 Corinthians 15:42–57, Philippians 3:20–21, 1 John 3:2

SALVATION TIME DIMENSION

We have been saved. Justification—our standing has been changed.

We are being saved. Sanctification—our lives are being transformed.

We will be saved. Glorification—God will complete our redemption.
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Christian salvation is therefore larger than “going to heaven when you die.” God intends to redeem whole people 
and ultimately renew creation itself. The story ends not with disembodied souls escaping earth, but with 
resurrection and restoration.

THE WHOLE WORK OF SALVATION
FROM TO

Death Life

Guilt Justification

Alienation Reconciliation

Slavery Redemption

Orphaned / outside Adoption

Old identity Union with Christ

Corruption Sanctification

Fear and uncertainty Assurance

Present struggle Perseverance

Mortality Glorification

Salvation is not one small transaction tucked inside the Christian life. It is God’s comprehensive rescue—planned 
by the Father, accomplished by the Son, applied by the Spirit, received by grace through faith, experienced in the 
present, and completed in resurrection glory.

CLEARING UP THE CONFUSION
MISUNDERSTANDING BIBLICAL TRUTH

Good people go to heaven. All have sinned; salvation is received by grace through faith in 
Christ.

Faith means simply believing that God exists. Saving faith personally trusts and relies upon Jesus Christ.

Repentance means feeling guilty. Repentance is a turning of heart and direction toward God.

God accepts me because I am becoming a better person. Justification rests on Christ’s righteousness, not our spiritual 
progress.

Grace means obedience no longer matters. Grace saves us and then trains and transforms us for a new way of 
life.

Election means evangelism is unnecessary. The God who ordains salvation also sends His people to proclaim 
the Gospel.

A struggling Christian must not really be saved. Growth includes struggle, repentance, dependence, and 
perseverance; assurance rests first in Christ.

Salvation ends when I make a decision for Jesus. Conversion begins a lifelong life in Christ that culminates in 
glorification.

KEY THEOLOGICAL TERMS
TERM PLAIN-LANGUAGE MEANING KEY SCRIPTURE

Grace God’s undeserved favor and saving action 
toward sinners. Ephesians 2:8–9
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Faith Trusting and relying upon Jesus Christ and 
His saving work. Romans 3:28

Repentance Turning from sin and self-rule toward God. Acts 20:21

Regeneration The Spirit giving new spiritual life—the 
new birth. John 3:3–8

Conversion Our response to the Gospel through 
repentance and faith. Mark 1:15

Justification God declaring the believer righteous 
because of Christ. Romans 5:1

Adoption God welcoming believers into His family as 
sons and daughters. Romans 8:15–17

Union with Christ The believer’s spiritual participation in 
Christ and His saving benefits. Galatians 2:20

Sanctification The Spirit’s ongoing work forming 
believers into Christlikeness. 1 Thessalonians 4:3

Election God’s gracious choosing of a people in 
Christ. Ephesians 1:4

Perseverance God’s people continuing in faith through 
His preserving grace. Philippians 1:6

Glorification The completion of salvation in 
resurrection and perfect restoration. Romans 8:30

DISCUSSION
1. Which dimension of salvation—regeneration, justification, adoption, union with Christ, sanctification, 
perseverance, or glorification—has been least familiar to you, and why does it matter?

2. Why is it important to distinguish justification from sanctification rather than blending them together?

3. How does adoption change the way you relate to God compared with viewing Him primarily as a judge, 
employer, or religious authority?

4. What is the difference between good works as the root of salvation and good works as the fruit of salvation?

5. How would your daily life change if you more deeply believed that salvation begins in God’s grace, rests in 
Christ’s work, is empowered by the Spirit, and will ultimately be completed by God?
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07 — THE POWER WITHIN
THE PERSON AND WORK OF THE HOLY SPIRIT

ESSENTIAL BELIEF

The Holy Spirit

BIG QUESTION

Who is the Holy Spirit, and how does He work in us?

ESSENTIAL TRUTH

The Holy Spirit is the fully divine third Person of the Trinity who gives new life, indwells every 
believer, assures our adoption, forms the character of Christ within us, gives spiritual gifts, guides 
God’s people, and empowers the Church to bear witness to Jesus.

THE HOLY SPIRIT IS NOT AN “IT”
For many Christians, the Father and the Son feel familiar while the Holy Spirit remains mysterious. Some think 
of the Spirit mainly as a feeling, force, atmosphere, emotional experience, or supernatural power. Scripture 
presents something far richer: the Holy Spirit is a divine Person. He is God with us and God within us.

Jesus did not promise His disciples an impersonal spiritual energy after His departure. He promised “another 
Advocate”—the Spirit of truth—who would teach, remind, guide, testify, convict, and glorify Christ. The Christian 
life is therefore not an attempt to imitate Jesus through human effort. It is life with and through the indwelling 
Spirit.

Scripture: John 14:16–17, John 14:26, John 15:26, John 16:7–15

THE HOLY SPIRIT IS GOD
The Holy Spirit possesses divine attributes, performs divine works, and is named alongside the Father and the 
Son. Peter tells Ananias that lying to the Holy Spirit is lying to God. Paul teaches that the Spirit searches the 
depths of God, gives life, distributes gifts, and dwells in believers as God’s temple.

Scripture: Acts 5:3–4, 1 Corinthians 2:10–12, 1 Corinthians 3:16, 2 Corinthians 3:17–18

THE SPIRIT IS SCRIPTURAL EVIDENCE

Personal He teaches, speaks, guides, wills, intercedes, and can be grieved.

Divine He is identified with God and possesses divine knowledge and 
power.

Distinct He is personally distinguished from the Father and the Son.

Trinitarian He is named with Father and Son in baptism and blessing.

Scripture: Matthew 28:19, Romans 8:26–27, Ephesians 4:30, 1 Corinthians 12:11
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THE SPIRIT THROUGHOUT THE BIBLICAL STORY
The Holy Spirit does not suddenly appear in Acts 2. He is active from the opening pages of Scripture. The Spirit is 
present in creation, empowers leaders and prophets, inspires Scripture, rests upon Jesus, raises Christ from the 
dead, is poured out upon the Church, and will participate in the resurrection and renewal of God’s people.

MOVEMENT WORK OF THE SPIRIT SCRIPTURE

Creation The Spirit is present and active in God’s 
creative work. Genesis 1:2; Psalm 104:30

Old Covenant
The Spirit empowers judges, kings, 
craftsmen, and prophets for particular 
callings.

Judges 6:34; 1 Samuel 16:13

Promise
The prophets anticipate a day when God 
will give His people a new heart and put 
His Spirit within them.

Ezekiel 36:26–27; Joel 2:28–29

Jesus Jesus is conceived, anointed, led, and 
empowered by the Spirit. Luke 1:35; Luke 4:1, 18

Church The risen Jesus pours out the Spirit upon 
His people for witness and mission. Acts 1:8; Acts 2:1–4

New Creation
The Spirit who raised Jesus gives life and 
guarantees the believer’s future 
resurrection.

Romans 8:11; Ephesians 1:13–14

THE SPIRIT AND THE NEW BIRTH
Salvation is impossible apart from the Holy Spirit. Jesus tells Nicodemus that we must be born of the Spirit. The 
Spirit awakens spiritually dead hearts, opens us to the truth of Christ, and gives new life. Regeneration is not self-
improvement; it is spiritual resurrection.

Scripture: John 3:3–8, Titus 3:5–6, Ephesians 2:4–5

The Spirit also convicts the world concerning sin, righteousness, and judgment. Conviction is not the same as 
condemnation. Condemnation drives us toward hopelessness and hiding; the Spirit’s conviction exposes what is 
false so that we can turn toward truth, repentance, grace, and Jesus.

Scripture: John 16:8–11, Romans 8:1

INDWELLING: GOD WITHIN HIS PEOPLE
Under the new covenant, the Holy Spirit permanently dwells in those who belong to Christ. The presence of God 
is no longer centered in a building made with human hands. God makes His people His temple. Every believer 
therefore lives with the presence of the Spirit, not merely during worship gatherings or emotionally intense 
spiritual moments.
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Scripture: Romans 8:9–11, 1 Corinthians 3:16, 1 Corinthians 6:19–20

INDWELLING MEANS WHY IT MATTERS

The Spirit lives in every believer. God’s presence is not reserved for a spiritual elite.

Our bodies are temples of the Spirit. Embodied holiness matters.

We belong to God. The Spirit marks a new identity and allegiance.

We are never spiritually abandoned. God’s presence remains with His people.

SEALED AND ASSURED
Paul describes the Holy Spirit as God’s seal and as a deposit guaranteeing our inheritance. In the ancient world, a 
seal communicated ownership, authenticity, and protection. The Spirit’s presence marks believers as belonging to 
God and anticipates the completion of salvation.

Scripture: Ephesians 1:13–14, Ephesians 4:30, 2 Corinthians 1:21–22

The Spirit also bears witness that believers are God’s children. Christian assurance therefore includes more than 
intellectual confidence in a past decision; it includes the present ministry of the Spirit reminding us that in Christ 
we have received the Spirit of adoption and may cry, “Abba, Father.”

Scripture: Romans 8:14–17, Galatians 4:4–7

INDWELLING AND FILLING
Indwelling and filling are related but should not be confused. Every Christian is indwelt by the Spirit, while 
believers are repeatedly commanded to be filled with the Spirit. Filling describes an ongoing life increasingly 
yielded to the Spirit’s influence, presence, and power.

INDWELLING FILLING

Begins when we belong to Christ. An ongoing reality believers are commanded to pursue.

The Spirit lives in every believer. The believer increasingly yields to the Spirit’s influence and 
control.

Connected to identity and belonging. Connected to obedience, worship, witness, and empowered living.

Not repeatedly lost and regained with every failure. Can be resisted or hindered through disobedience and self-rule.

Scripture: Romans 8:9, Ephesians 5:18–21, Galatians 5:16–25

Being filled with the Spirit is not primarily about chasing an emotional sensation. Paul connects Spirit-filled life 
with worship, gratitude, mutual submission, transformed relationships, and faithful obedience.

WALKING BY THE SPIRIT
The Christian life is a daily conflict between the desires of the flesh and the desires of the Spirit. “Flesh” in this 
context does not mean the physical body is evil; it describes fallen human life operating independently from God. 
Walking by the Spirit means learning to live in responsive dependence upon the Spirit rather than being ruled by 
disordered desire.
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Scripture: Galatians 5:16–18, Romans 8:5–14

WALKING IN THE FLESH WALKING BY THE SPIRIT

Self-rule Surrender to God

Disordered desire Desires increasingly formed by Christ

Reactive living Responsive obedience

Dependence on human strength Dependence on divine power

Produces works of the flesh Produces the fruit of the Spirit

THE FRUIT OF THE SPIRIT: CHARACTER
One of the clearest evidences of the Spirit’s work is transformed character. Paul calls this the fruit—not fruits—
of the Spirit, emphasizing a unified Christlike life produced as we walk with God. Spiritual maturity cannot be 
measured merely by knowledge, gifting, charisma, platform, or supernatural experience.

Scripture: Galatians 5:22–25

FRUIT OF THE SPIRIT CHRISTLIKE EXPRESSION

Love Self-giving commitment to the good of others.

Joy Deep gladness rooted in God rather than circumstances.

Peace Inner steadiness and reconciled relationships.

Patience Long-suffering restraint with people and circumstances.

Kindness Active generosity and tenderness toward others.

Goodness Integrity that seeks what is right and beneficial.

Faithfulness Reliability, loyalty, and steadfastness.

Gentleness Strength under control rather than harshness.

Self-control Spirit-enabled mastery over disordered impulses.

GIFTS OF THE SPIRIT: MINISTRY
The same Spirit who forms character also gives gifts for ministry. Spiritual gifts are grace-gifts given by the Spirit 
for the strengthening of the Church and the advance of God’s mission. Gifts are not badges of spiritual superiority. 
They are entrusted abilities for serving others.

Scripture: Romans 12:3–8, 1 Corinthians 12:4–11, 1 Peter 4:10–11

GIFTS OF THE SPIRIT DEFINED
The New Testament names a variety of gifts given by God for the good of others and the building up of Christ’s 
body. These lists are best read as complementary rather than as a rigid inventory. Some gifts describe Spirit-
enabled capacities, some describe ministries or functions, and some overlap with leadership roles. The emphasis 
is not on possessing a title but on faithfully stewarding whatever grace God has entrusted to each believer.

Scripture: Romans 12:4–8, 1 Corinthians 12:4–11, 27–31, Ephesians 4:11–13, 1 Peter 4:10–11

GIFT PLAIN-LANGUAGE DEFINITION KEY SCRIPTURE
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Prophecy

Spirit-enabled communication of a message 
believed to be from God for strengthening, 
encouragement, consolation, or conviction; it 
must be tested and remain under Scripture.

Romans 12:6; 1 Corinthians 14:3, 29

Serving / Helps
A Spirit-enabled readiness and ability to meet 
practical needs and strengthen others through 
tangible service.

Romans 12:7; 1 Corinthians 12:28

Teaching
The ability to understand, explain, and apply 
God’s truth faithfully so others grow in 
knowledge and obedience.

Romans 12:7; Ephesians 4:11

Exhortation / Encouragement
The ability to come alongside others with 
biblical encouragement, challenge, comfort, and 
counsel that moves them toward faithfulness.

Romans 12:8

Giving
A grace-enabled capacity to share resources 
generously, freely, and wisely for the needs of 
others and the work of God.

Romans 12:8

Leadership
The ability to guide, organize, influence, and 
give direction to people or ministry with 
diligence and godly responsibility.

Romans 12:8

Mercy
A Spirit-shaped sensitivity to suffering that 
moves a believer toward compassionate, 
practical care with cheerfulness.

Romans 12:8

Word of Wisdom
Spirit-enabled insight that applies God’s truth 
wisely to a particular situation, decision, or 
need.

1 Corinthians 12:8

Word of Knowledge
Spirit-enabled understanding or communication 
of knowledge that serves the body and directs 
attention toward God’s truth and purposes.

1 Corinthians 12:8

Faith
An unusual Spirit-given confidence in God’s 
character and power for a particular need, 
challenge, or act of obedience.

1 Corinthians 12:9

Gifts of Healings
Spirit-enabled acts through which God brings 
physical or other forms of healing according to 
His will and for His glory.

1 Corinthians 12:9, 28

Miracles
Extraordinary works of divine power that 
display God’s authority and serve His 
redemptive purposes.

1 Corinthians 12:10, 28

Distinguishing of Spirits
Spirit-enabled discernment that helps 
distinguish what is from the Holy Spirit, the 
human spirit, or deceptive spiritual influence.

1 Corinthians 12:10; 1 John 4:1

Tongues

Spirit-enabled speech in a language not 
naturally learned by the speaker; in gathered 
worship it is to operate according to biblical 
order and, when addressed to the congregation, 
with interpretation.

1 Corinthians 12:10; 14:2, 27–28

Interpretation of Tongues
Spirit-enabled understanding and 
communication of the meaning of a message in 
tongues so the gathered church can be edified.

1 Corinthians 12:10; 14:5, 27

Apostleship

In its foundational sense, the unique 
commissioned witnesses of the risen Christ; the 
term can also describe sent, pioneering ministry 
in a broader sense, though not with the 
authority of the original apostles.

1 Corinthians 12:28; Ephesians 2:20; 4:11

Evangelism
A Spirit-enabled ability to communicate the 
Gospel clearly and fruitfully and to help people 
respond to Jesus.

Ephesians 4:11; Acts 21:8

Shepherding / Pastoring The ability and responsibility to nurture, guide, 
protect, care for, and help mature God’s people. Ephesians 4:11; 1 Peter 5:2–3

These gifts are given by grace and distributed according to the Spirit’s will. No believer possesses every gift, and no 
single gift makes a person spiritually superior. The body needs different members serving one another so that the 
whole Church is strengthened and Jesus is glorified.
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Scripture: 1 Corinthians 12:11–27, 1 Peter 4:10–11

FRUIT GIFTS POWER

Forms Christlike character. Equips believers to serve others. Empowers witness and mission.

Answers: Who am I becoming? Answers: How has God equipped me to 
contribute?

Answers: What can God do through 
ordinary disciples?

Galatians 5:22–23 1 Corinthians 12:4–7 Acts 1:8

The New Testament never separates gifting from love. First Corinthians 12 teaches about spiritual gifts, chapter 
13 places love at the center, and chapter 14 returns to their practice. Gifts without love can become noisy, 
competitive, self-promoting, or destructive.

Scripture: 1 Corinthians 12:31–13:13

THE GIFTS AND CHRISTIAN DIFFERENCES
Christians agree that the Holy Spirit gives gifts but differ over whether certain miraculous gifts continue in the 
same way today. Continuationists believe gifts such as prophecy, tongues, and healing remain available to the 
Church. Cessationists believe some sign gifts were especially connected to the apostolic foundation and are not 
normative in the same way today.

CONTINUATIONIST EMPHASIS CESSATIONIST EMPHASIS

The New Testament does not explicitly announce the ending of 
miraculous gifts before Christ’s return.

Certain signs had a foundational role in authenticating apostles 
and the initial Gospel witness.

The Spirit remains free to distribute gifts as He wills. Scripture is sufficient; no contemporary revelation carries biblical 
authority.

Believers should desire gifts while testing everything. Claims of supernatural gifts must be evaluated carefully and 
never override Scripture.

Whatever position Christians hold, several boundaries should remain clear: Scripture is the final authority, Jesus 
must remain the center, gifts exist to build others up, love is indispensable, spiritual claims should be tested, and 
no gift makes one Christian more valuable than another.

Scripture: 1 Corinthians 12:7, 1 Corinthians 14:1, 1 Thessalonians 5:19–22, 1 John 4:1

THE SPIRIT GUIDES
The Holy Spirit guides God’s people, but biblical guidance should not be reduced to chasing impressions. The 
Spirit who guides us is the same Spirit who inspired Scripture and will never lead us contrary to God’s revealed 
Word. He leads through Scripture, wisdom, prayer, conviction, community, providence, and at times through 
particular promptings that should be humbly tested.
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Scripture: Romans 8:14, John 16:13, Acts 13:1–3, James 1:5

GUIDANCE SHOULD BE QUESTION TO ASK

Biblical Does this align with what God has already revealed in Scripture?

Christ-centered Does this lead toward the character, priorities, and mission of 
Jesus?

Wise Is this consistent with godly wisdom rather than impulse?

Communal Can mature believers help discern and test this?

Humble Am I willing to be wrong, corrected, or redirected?

Fruitful Does following this produce the fruit of the Spirit rather than 
pride, fear, confusion, or self-exaltation?

THE SPIRIT EMPOWERS WITNESS
Immediately before His ascension, Jesus told His disciples that the Holy Spirit would give them power to become 
His witnesses. The Spirit’s power is therefore deeply missional. He does not merely give private spiritual 
experiences; He equips ordinary believers to courageously make Jesus known.

Scripture: Acts 1:8, Acts 4:29–31

Throughout Acts, the Spirit repeatedly sends, directs, emboldens, and empowers the Church. People who had 
once been frightened become courageous witnesses because the mission of Jesus is now carried forward through 
Spirit-filled people.

Scripture: Acts 4:13, Acts 8:29, Acts 13:2–4

THE SPIRIT GLORIFIES JESUS
The clearest test of genuine Spirit-centered Christianity is not how much attention is given to the Spirit as an 
experience, but whether the Spirit is accomplishing His own stated purpose: glorifying Jesus. Jesus said the Spirit 
would testify about Him, remind the disciples of His words, guide them into truth, and take what belongs to 
Christ and make it known.

Scripture: John 15:26, John 16:13–15

The Spirit does not compete with Jesus for attention. He makes Christ known. A genuinely Spirit-filled life 
increasingly loves Jesus, resembles Jesus, obeys Jesus, speaks about Jesus, and participates in the mission of Jesus.

THE SPIRIT’S WORK IN THE BELIEVER
THE SPIRIT WHAT HE DOES

Regenerates Gives new spiritual life.

Indwells Lives within every believer.

Seals Marks us as belonging to God and guarantees our inheritance.

Assures Bears witness that we are God’s children.

Sanctifies Forms the character of Christ within us.

Gifts Equips every believer to contribute to the body.
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Guides Leads God’s people in truth and wisdom.

Empowers Gives courage and ability for witness and mission.

Intercedes Helps us in weakness and prays according to God’s will.

Glorifies Christ Makes Jesus known and central.

CLEARING UP THE CONFUSION
MISUNDERSTANDING BIBLICAL TRUTH

The Holy Spirit is an impersonal force. The Spirit is a divine Person who speaks, teaches, wills, guides, 
and can be grieved.

Only unusually spiritual Christians have the Spirit. Everyone who belongs to Christ is indwelt by the Spirit.

Being Spirit-filled means having an intense emotional experience. Spirit-filled life includes ongoing surrender, worship, obedience, 
character, and witness.

Spiritual gifts prove spiritual maturity. Gifts demonstrate grace and calling; fruit demonstrates Christlike 
character.

The Spirit’s guidance replaces Scripture. The Spirit inspired Scripture and never contradicts the Word He 
gave.

The supernatural should either be chased or feared. Scripture calls believers to desire God’s work while testing 
spiritual claims carefully.

The Spirit’s primary purpose is to make us feel powerful. The Spirit empowers us to glorify Jesus, serve others, become holy, 
and bear witness.

KEY THEOLOGICAL TERMS
TERM PLAIN-LANGUAGE MEANING KEY SCRIPTURE

Holy Spirit The fully divine third Person of the Trinity. Matthew 28:19

Regeneration The Spirit giving new spiritual life to the 
spiritually dead. John 3:5–8

Indwelling The Spirit’s permanent presence within 
those who belong to Christ. Romans 8:9

Sealing The Spirit marking believers as God’s own 
and guaranteeing their inheritance. Ephesians 1:13–14

Filling Ongoing yielding to the Spirit’s influence 
and empowering presence. Ephesians 5:18

Sanctification The Spirit’s work progressively forming 
believers into Christlikeness. 2 Corinthians 3:18

Fruit of the Spirit The Christlike character the Spirit 
produces in believers. Galatians 5:22–23

Spiritual Gifts Grace-gifts given by the Spirit for serving 
and strengthening others. 1 Corinthians 12:4–7

Illumination The Spirit enabling believers to 
understand and receive God’s truth. 1 Corinthians 2:12–14

Empowerment The Spirit supplying power for witness, 
ministry, and mission. Acts 1:8

Continuationism The view that all New Testament spiritual 
gifts remain available to the Church today. 1 Corinthians 14:1
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Cessationism
The view that certain miraculous sign gifts 
had a unique apostolic role and are not 
normative in the same way today.

2 Corinthians 12:12

DISCUSSION
1. How has your understanding of the Holy Spirit been shaped by your church background or personal 
experience, and what in this session most expands that picture?

2. What is the difference between the Spirit indwelling every believer and believers being continually filled 
with the Spirit?

3. Why is it dangerous to emphasize spiritual gifts without equally emphasizing the fruit of the Spirit and love?

4. How can you learn to recognize and respond to the Spirit’s guidance without confusing personal impulses 
with God’s voice?

5. If the Spirit’s purpose is to form Christ in us and empower witness through us, where do you most need His 
power in your life right now?
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VERTICAL PURSUIT • ESSENTIALS

08 — THE PEOPLE WE BECOME
THE CHURCH AND THE PEOPLE OF GOD

ESSENTIAL BELIEF

The Church

BIG QUESTION

What does it mean to belong to the people of God?

ESSENTIAL TRUTH

The Church is the Spirit-formed people of God, united to Christ and to one another, gathered for 
worship and formation and scattered for witness and mission. Every believer belongs to Christ’s body 
and is called to participate, serve, love, make disciples, practice baptism and the Lord’s Supper, pursue 
unity and holiness, and embody the Kingdom of God in the world.

JESUS SAVES A PEOPLE
The Gospel is deeply personal, but it is never merely private. Jesus does not rescue isolated individuals and leave 
them disconnected from one another. Those who are united to Christ are simultaneously joined to His people. 
The New Testament assumes that following Jesus means belonging to a community of disciples.

This challenges the modern idea that we can have Jesus without the Church. The Church is imperfect because it is 
made of imperfect people, yet it remains Christ’s body, His bride, His household, His temple, and His primary 
missionary community in the world.

Scripture: Matthew 16:18, Acts 2:41–47, 1 Corinthians 12:12–27, Ephesians 2:19–22
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WHAT IS THE CHURCH?
The New Testament word ekklēsia refers to an assembly or gathered people. The Church is not fundamentally a 
building, event, organization, denomination, or weekly service. Those things may serve the Church, but the 
Church itself is the people who belong to Jesus.

BIBLICAL IMAGE WHAT IT REVEALS SCRIPTURE

Body of Christ
Christ is the Head; believers are 
interdependent members with different 
gifts.

1 Corinthians 12:12–27; Colossians 1:18

Bride of Christ Jesus loves, sanctifies, and remains 
covenantally faithful to His people. Ephesians 5:25–32; Revelation 19:7

Family / Household Believers become brothers and sisters in 
the household of God. Ephesians 2:19; 1 Timothy 3:15

Temple of the Spirit God dwells among His people by the Holy 
Spirit. 1 Corinthians 3:16–17; Ephesians 2:21–22

Holy Nation / Priesthood God forms a distinct people who declare 
His praises and represent Him. 1 Peter 2:9–10

Flock Jesus is the Shepherd who knows, leads, 
protects, and gathers His people. John 10:11–16; 1 Peter 5:2–4

UNIVERSAL AND LOCAL
Scripture speaks of the Church in both universal and local senses. The universal Church includes all true 
believers across nations, cultures, generations, and denominations who belong to Christ. The local church is a 
recognizable community of believers who gather in a particular place under spiritual leadership to worship, 
learn, practice the ordinances, care for one another, and participate in mission.

UNIVERSAL CHURCH LOCAL CHURCH

All who truly belong to Christ. A particular embodied community of believers.

Spans history, geography, culture, and language. Gathers regularly in a real place and relational context.

United by one Lord, one faith, and one Spirit. Lives out that unity through concrete relationships and 
responsibilities.

Ephesians 4:4–6; Revelation 7:9–10 Acts 14:23; 1 Corinthians 1:2; Hebrews 10:24–25

The universal Church should never become an excuse to avoid the local church. Biblical belonging becomes 
visible through actual people who know one another, carry burdens, forgive, serve, worship, learn, and pursue 
mission together.

THE CHURCH IS FORMED BY THE GOSPEL
The Church is not held together primarily by shared age, politics, hobbies, ethnicity, economic status, or personal 
preference. It is created by the Gospel. People who might otherwise remain separated become one because they 
share one Savior, one Spirit, one baptism, one hope, and one Father.

Scripture: Ephesians 2:13–18, Ephesians 4:1–6, Galatians 3:26–29
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Christian unity is therefore neither uniformity nor the absence of disagreement. It is a supernatural belonging 
rooted in Christ that teaches us to love across differences, bear with one another, forgive, pursue peace, and 
protect the unity the Spirit has already created.

Scripture: John 17:20–23, Colossians 3:12–15

GATHERED AND SCATTERED
The earliest Christians gathered together and were simultaneously sent into everyday life. The Church needs both 
rhythms. We gather to worship, receive the Word, pray, practice the ordinances, encourage one another, discern, 
and be equipped. Then we scatter into homes, neighborhoods, workplaces, campuses, schools, teams, businesses, 
and communities as witnesses to Jesus.

GATHERED CHURCH SCATTERED CHURCH

Worships together Lives worshipfully in everyday life

Receives teaching Practices truth in ordinary relationships

Shares communion Extends fellowship and hospitality

Uses gifts to build the body Uses gifts to bless the world

Receives equipping Carries the mission into every sphere

Encourages one another Represents Jesus among neighbors and coworkers

Scripture: Acts 2:42–47, Ephesians 4:11–16, Acts 8:4

A healthy church refuses to choose between gathering and sending. Gathering without scattering can create 
consumers. Scattering without gathering can create isolation. Disciples are formed in community and sent on 
mission.

THE FOUR DEVOTIONS OF THE EARLY CHURCH
Acts 2 gives a simple picture of the practices that shaped the first Christian community. These were not merely 
activities on a church calendar; they were shared rhythms through which the risen Jesus formed His people by 
the Spirit.

ACTS 2:42 WHAT IT FORMS

The apostles’ teaching A people grounded in the truth about Jesus.

Fellowship A people who share life rather than merely attend events.

Breaking of bread A people who remember Jesus and practice table-shaped 
belonging.

Prayer A people dependent upon the presence and power of God.

Scripture: Acts 2:42–47

Their shared life also produced generosity, worship, hospitality, public credibility, and Gospel growth. Doctrine 
and community were not competitors; truth created a new kind of shared life.
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BAPTISM: IDENTIFIED WITH JESUS
Jesus commanded His followers to make disciples and baptize them in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit. Baptism is the public sign of identification with Jesus and incorporation into the visible community of His 
people. It portrays our union with Christ in His death and resurrection.

Scripture: Matthew 28:18–20, Romans 6:3–4, Galatians 3:27

Christian traditions differ over the proper subjects and mode of baptism. Some baptize professing believers; 
others also baptize the children of believers as a covenant sign. Some practice immersion while others pour or 
sprinkle. These differences matter, but Christians broadly agree that baptism was instituted by Jesus and visibly 
identifies people with the Triune God and His covenant community.

BAPTISM SIGNIFIES BIBLICAL EMPHASIS

Union with Christ Buried and raised with Jesus.

Cleansing God’s saving grace cleanses from sin.

New identity We publicly identify with Christ.

New community We are received among the visible people of God.

New allegiance Jesus is Lord.

THE LORD’S SUPPER: REMEMBERING AND PARTICIPATING
On the night before His crucifixion, Jesus took bread and wine and gave them new covenant meaning. The Lord’s 
Supper—also called Communion or the Eucharist—is a repeated practice through which the Church remembers 
Christ’s death, proclaims the Gospel, participates in fellowship with Christ, expresses unity, and anticipates His 
return.

Scripture: Luke 22:14–20, 1 Corinthians 10:16–17, 1 Corinthians 11:23–26

THE LORD’S SUPPER LOOKS WHAT WE REMEMBER

Back Christ gave His body and blood for us.

Around We are one body sharing one table.

Within We examine ourselves and receive grace with humility.

Forward We proclaim His death until He comes.

Christian traditions differ over how Christ is present in Communion, but the meal should never be reduced to 
empty ritual. It is a Gospel-shaped practice centered on Jesus and shared by His people.
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WORD AND TABLE
From the beginning, Christian worship has been shaped by both Word and table. Through Scripture, Christ 
addresses and forms His people. At the table, the Church remembers and proclaims His saving work in a visible, 
embodied way. These practices anchor the Church in a Gospel it did not invent.

WORD TABLE

We hear the Gospel proclaimed. We see and taste the Gospel portrayed.

Truth forms our minds and hearts. Christ’s sacrifice forms our shared identity.

Scripture calls us to faith and obedience. Communion calls us to remembrance, unity, and hope.

2 Timothy 4:1–2 1 Corinthians 11:23–26

THE CHURCH EQUIPS EVERY BELIEVER
The New Testament does not picture pastors as professionals who perform ministry while everyone else watches. 
Christ gives leaders to the Church to equip the saints for the work of ministry. Every believer is a participant, 
every believer has a contribution, and every believer is called to grow toward maturity.

Scripture: Ephesians 4:11–16, 1 Corinthians 12:4–7, 1 Peter 4:10–11

CONSUMER CHURCH DISCIPLESHIP CHURCH

Come and watch. Come and be formed.

Ministry belongs to professionals. Leaders equip every believer for ministry.

Success is measured mainly by attendance. Success includes maturity, obedience, service, and multiplication.

People consume programs. People contribute gifts.

The goal is gathering a crowd. The goal is forming and sending disciples.

LEADERSHIP IN THE CHURCH
Jesus is the Chief Shepherd and Head of the Church. Human leaders serve beneath His authority. The New 
Testament describes elders or overseers who shepherd, teach, guard doctrine, model maturity, and exercise 
spiritual oversight, as well as deacons who serve important practical needs within the community.

Scripture: Acts 20:28, 1 Timothy 3:1–13, Titus 1:5–9, 1 Peter 5:1–4

Biblical leadership is never permission for domination. Jesus explicitly rejected leadership modeled on worldly 
power and taught that greatness in His Kingdom is expressed through service. Spiritual authority should 
therefore look like truth, humility, sacrifice, courage, accountability, and care.

Scripture: Mark 10:42–45, Hebrews 13:7, 17

CHURCH DISCIPLINE AND RESTORATION
Because the Church is called to holiness, love sometimes requires confrontation. Jesus and the apostles give 
patterns for addressing serious, unrepentant sin within the Christian community. Church discipline is not 
designed for humiliation, control, or public spectacle. Its goal is truth, repentance, restoration, protection of the 
community, and faithfulness to Christ.
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Scripture: Matthew 18:15–20, Galatians 6:1–2, 1 Corinthians 5:1–13

BIBLICAL DISCIPLINE SHOULD BE NOT

Restorative Vindictive

Truthful Gossip-driven

Humble Self-righteous

Proportionate Controlling

Protective Indifferent to harm

Aimed at repentance and reconciliation Aimed at punishment for its own sake

UNITY WITHOUT UNIFORMITY
The Church has always contained diversity of culture, background, personality, gifting, and conviction. The New 
Testament distinguishes between truths central to the Gospel and matters over which faithful Christians may 
disagree. Christian maturity requires both conviction and charity.

Scripture: Romans 14:1–13, 1 Corinthians 8:1–13, Ephesians 4:1–6

ESSENTIALS SECONDARY CONVICTIONS PREFERENCES

Truths central to historic Christian faith 
and the Gospel.

Important doctrines and practices over 
which orthodox Christians may disagree.

Styles, methods, traditions, and cultural 
expressions.

Require clarity and faithfulness. Require conviction with humility and 
charity. Require generosity and flexibility.

Examples: Trinity, deity/resurrection of 
Christ, salvation by grace.

Examples may include baptism practice, 
church governance, or views of certain 
gifts.

Examples: music style, service format, 
dress, program choices.

Not every disagreement deserves division, and not every doctrine is negotiable. Wisdom learns the difference.

THE CHURCH AND THE KINGDOM OF GOD
The Church and the Kingdom of God are closely related but not identical. The Kingdom is God’s reign and rule. 
The Church is the community that receives, embodies, announces, and serves that reign. The Church does not 
build the Kingdom as though God’s rule depended on human achievement; it bears witness to the King and lives 
as a sign of His coming world.

Scripture: Matthew 4:17, Matthew 6:10, Colossians 1:13, 1 Peter 2:9–12

THE KINGDOM THE CHURCH

God’s sovereign reign and redemptive rule. The people who confess and follow the King.

Already inaugurated through Jesus. Lives now under Jesus’ lordship.

Not yet fully consummated. Anticipates the coming fullness of the Kingdom.

Extends beyond any single institution. Embodies and announces Kingdom life in the world.
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THE MISSION OF THE CHURCH
The risen Jesus sends His Church to make disciples of all nations. Mission is not a department for unusually 
passionate Christians; it belongs to the identity of the whole Church. We are sent to proclaim the Gospel, embody 
the character of Jesus, make disciples, pursue mercy and justice, and bear witness to the Kingdom in every sphere 
of life.

Scripture: Matthew 28:18–20, Acts 1:8, 2 Corinthians 5:18–20

MISSION INVOLVES WHAT IT LOOKS LIKE

Proclamation Clearly announcing the Gospel of Jesus.

Presence Living among people as faithful witnesses.

Disciple-making Helping people follow Jesus and help others follow Him.

Compassion Serving the poor, vulnerable, suffering, and overlooked.

Justice Seeking what is right and confronting what destroys human 
dignity.

Multiplication Sending disciples, leaders, communities, and churches into new 
places.

FROM CROWD TO COMMUNITY TO COMMISSION
Jesus’ vision was never simply to gather the largest possible crowd. He called people to Himself, formed them in 
shared life, and sent them to make disciples. Healthy churches therefore move people beyond attendance into 
belonging, formation, participation, and mission.

MOVEMENT FROM TO

Belonging Anonymous attendance Known community

Formation Information only Christlike maturity

Participation Consuming ministry Contributing gifts

Mission Church-centered activity Everyday witness

Multiplication Maintaining what exists Making disciples who make disciples

CLEARING UP THE CONFUSION
MISUNDERSTANDING BIBLICAL TRUTH

The Church is a building. The Church is the people who belong to Jesus.

I can follow Jesus without meaningful Christian community. Following Jesus joins us to His body and calls us into shared life.

Pastors do ministry; members attend. Leaders equip every believer for the work of ministry.

Unity means everyone must agree about everything. Biblical unity centers on Christ while allowing charity in 
secondary matters.

Baptism and Communion are optional religious extras. Jesus gave these practices to visibly identify and continually form 
His people.

Church discipline is about punishment. Biblical discipline seeks holiness, protection, repentance, and 
restoration.

The Church exists mainly for the people already inside it. The Church gathers for formation and scatters for mission.
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A successful church is simply a large church. Biblical fruit includes faithfulness, maturity, love, holiness, 
mission, and multiplication.

KEY THEOLOGICAL TERMS
TERM PLAIN-LANGUAGE MEANING KEY SCRIPTURE

Church / Ekklēsia The gathered people who belong to Jesus 
Christ. Matthew 16:18

Universal Church All true believers in Christ across time and 
place. Ephesians 4:4–6

Local Church An identifiable community of believers 
gathered in a particular place. 1 Corinthians 1:2

Baptism The Christ-instituted sign of identification 
with Jesus and His people. Matthew 28:19

Lord’s Supper
The repeated covenant meal remembering 
and proclaiming Christ’s death until He 
returns.

1 Corinthians 11:23–26

Elder / Overseer
A qualified leader entrusted with 
shepherding, teaching, and spiritual 
oversight.

1 Peter 5:1–4

Deacon
A qualified servant entrusted with 
ministry that strengthens the church’s 
shared life.

1 Timothy 3:8–13

Church Discipline Loving correction aimed at repentance, 
restoration, holiness, and protection. Matthew 18:15–20

Kingdom of God God’s saving reign inaugurated in Jesus 
and awaiting final fulfillment. Mark 1:14–15

Mission
The Church’s Spirit-empowered 
participation in making Jesus known and 
making disciples.

Acts 1:8

Communion of Saints The shared spiritual life and fellowship of 
all who belong to Christ. Acts 2:42

Priesthood of Believers Every believer has access to God through 
Christ and is called to serve and witness. 1 Peter 2:9

DISCUSSION
1. How does seeing the Church as a people rather than primarily a building, service, or organization change 
your understanding of belonging?

2. Which biblical image of the Church—body, bride, family, temple, priesthood, or flock—most challenges or 
encourages you, and why?

3. Where are you most tempted to approach church as a consumer rather than as a disciple who contributes, 
serves, and participates?

4. Why does the Church need both gathered worship and scattered everyday mission, and what happens when 
either side is neglected?
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5. What would it look like for your Christian community to move more intentionally from crowd to community 
to commission?
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09 — THE BATTLE WE ENTER
THE UNSEEN REALM AND SPIRITUAL WARFARE

ESSENTIAL BELIEF

The Unseen Realm

BIG QUESTION

What does Scripture teach about angels, demons, Satan, and spiritual warfare?

ESSENTIAL TRUTH

God created both the visible and unseen realms. Angels are created spiritual beings who serve God and 
His purposes, while Satan and demonic powers oppose God through deception, accusation, temptation, 
and destruction. Jesus has decisively defeated the powers through His cross and resurrection, and 
believers resist evil not through fear or fascination but by standing in Christ, walking in truth, praying 
in the Spirit, and faithfully living under God’s authority.

MORE IS REAL THAN WHAT WE CAN SEE
Modern Western culture often assumes that what cannot be measured materially is either imaginary or 
irrelevant. Scripture presents a larger reality. The biblical story includes a visible creation and an unseen 
spiritual realm populated by created spiritual beings. Angels worship and serve God, Satan opposes God’s 
purposes, demons participate in rebellion, and human beings live within a world in which spiritual conflict is 
real.

The Bible does not invite us to become obsessed with the unseen realm. Its emphasis is consistently God-centered 
and Christ-centered. Spiritual beings are creatures, not rivals equal to God. The central truth of spiritual warfare 
is not the power of darkness but the absolute supremacy of the Creator and the decisive victory of Jesus.

Scripture: Colossians 1:15–17, Ephesians 6:10–12, Hebrews 1:1–14

ONE CREATOR, TWO REALMS
The opening line of Scripture declares that God created “the heavens and the earth,” a phrase that encompasses 
the whole created order. Paul similarly says that all things—visible and invisible—were created through Christ 
and for Christ. The unseen realm is therefore neither eternal nor independent. It exists because God created it.

VISIBLE REALM UNSEEN REALM

Physical creation Spiritual creation

Human beings, animals, earth, material cosmos Angelic beings and spiritual powers

Experienced primarily through ordinary senses Normally beyond ordinary human sight

Created by and dependent upon God Created by and dependent upon God

Colossians 1:16 Colossians 1:16; Ephesians 6:12
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Biblical faith avoids two opposite errors: materialism, which denies spiritual reality, and dualism, which 
imagines good and evil as equal cosmic forces. Scripture teaches neither. There is one sovereign God, and every 
spiritual being exists beneath His authority.

ANGELS: GOD’S SERVANTS
Angels are created spiritual beings who worship God, carry out His commands, deliver messages, protect 
according to His purposes, and minister in ways often hidden from human sight. The word angel means 
messenger, though Scripture portrays a wider range of angelic service.

Scripture: Psalm 103:20–21, Hebrews 1:14, Luke 1:26–38

ANGELS SCRIPTURAL PICTURE

Created beings They are not eternal and are never to be worshiped.

Worshipers They continually praise and honor God.

Messengers They sometimes communicate God’s purposes to people.

Servants They carry out God’s commands and minister according to His 
will.

Witnesses They rejoice over God’s saving work and observe His redemptive 
purposes.

Scripture: Revelation 22:8–9, Luke 15:10, 1 Peter 1:12

ANGELIC LANGUAGE IN SCRIPTURE
Scripture uses several terms for spiritual beings, and not every term necessarily describes the same rank or 
category. Angels, archangels, cherubim, and seraphim appear in different contexts. The Bible gives enough 
information to affirm their reality but not enough to construct an exhaustive map of the heavenly realm.

TERM BIBLICAL EMPHASIS SCRIPTURE

Angel Messenger or servant of God. Luke 1:26; Hebrews 1:14

Archangel A title associated with Michael and high 
angelic authority. Jude 9; 1 Thessalonians 4:16

Cherubim Heavenly beings associated with God’s holy 
presence and throne. Genesis 3:24; Ezekiel 10

Seraphim Heavenly beings who worship around 
God’s throne and proclaim His holiness. Isaiah 6:1–7

Where Scripture is restrained, disciples should be restrained. Curiosity should never become speculation 
presented as doctrine.

SATAN: THE ADVERSARY
Scripture describes Satan as a real personal spiritual being in rebellion against God. His names and descriptions 
reveal his activity: adversary, devil or slanderer, tempter, deceiver, accuser, and the evil one. He is powerful but 
finite, active but not sovereign, dangerous but already judged.
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Scripture: Matthew 4:1–11, John 8:44, Revelation 12:9–11, 1 Peter 5:8

DESCRIPTION STRATEGY

Deceiver Distorts truth and lies about God, ourselves, and reality.

Tempter Entices people toward distrust, disobedience, and self-rule.

Accuser Uses guilt and condemnation to attack God’s people.

Slanderer Divides relationships through lies, suspicion, and accusation.

Destroyer Works toward bondage, death, and opposition to God’s good 
purposes.

Satan is not omnipresent, omniscient, or omnipotent. Those attributes belong to God alone. Christian spiritual 
warfare begins by refusing to exaggerate the enemy while also refusing to ignore him.

THE ORIGIN OF EVIL SPIRITUAL POWERS
Scripture clearly teaches that God created all things good and that some spiritual beings rebelled against Him. It 
gives glimpses rather than a single detailed narrative explaining every aspect of that rebellion. Second Peter and 
Jude speak of angels who sinned, while Revelation portrays Satan and his angels in opposition to God.

Scripture: 2 Peter 2:4, Jude 6, Revelation 12:7–9

Christians have sometimes connected Isaiah 14 and Ezekiel 28 directly to Satan’s original fall. Those passages 
explicitly address earthly kings while using elevated imagery that some interpreters believe echoes a deeper 
spiritual rebellion. Because faithful interpreters differ, we should distinguish what Scripture clearly teaches from 
conclusions that are more inferential.

CLEARLY TAUGHT SHOULD BE HELD WITH HUMILITY

God alone is eternal and created all spiritual beings. The exact chronology of Satan’s rebellion.

Some angels rebelled against God. How particular prophetic images relate to Satan’s fall.

Satan and demons oppose God and His people. Detailed hierarchies of demonic powers beyond what Scripture 
states.

Their final judgment is certain. Speculative descriptions of the unseen realm.

DEMONS AND SPIRITUAL POWERS
The Gospels openly describe demonic activity. Demons recognize Jesus, oppose human flourishing, and submit to 
Christ’s authority. The New Testament also uses language such as rulers, authorities, powers, and spiritual forces 
of evil to describe dimensions of spiritual opposition.

Scripture: Mark 1:21–28, Mark 5:1–20, Ephesians 6:12

The Bible does not encourage Christians to interpret every hardship, illness, conflict, temptation, or psychological 
struggle as direct demonic activity. We live in a fallen world in which suffering has multiple causes. At the same 
time, Scripture refuses to reduce all evil to merely human or material explanations.
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THE WORLD, THE FLESH, AND THE DEVIL
Christian tradition has often summarized the sources of temptation and spiritual opposition as the world, the 
flesh, and the devil. This framework protects us from blaming Satan for everything while still taking spiritual 
opposition seriously.

SOURCE WHAT IT MEANS BIBLICAL RESPONSE

The world Human cultures and systems organized in 
rebellion against God.

Do not be conformed; renew the mind and 
love God above the world.

The flesh Our fallen desires and patterns operating 
independently from God.

Walk by the Spirit and put sinful desires to 
death.

The devil
Personal spiritual opposition through 
deception, temptation, accusation, and 
attack.

Resist him, stand in truth, and remain 
submitted to God.

Scripture: Romans 12:2, Galatians 5:16–17, James 4:7, 1 John 2:15–17

JESUS AND THE POWERS
The ministry of Jesus is repeatedly portrayed as an invasion of the kingdom of darkness. He resists Satan in the 
wilderness, casts out demons, heals those oppressed, announces the arrival of God’s Kingdom, and sends His 
disciples with authority to proclaim and demonstrate the reign of God.

Scripture: Matthew 4:1–11, Matthew 12:28–29, Luke 10:17–20

Jesus’ authority over demons is never presented as a close contest. The powers recognize Him and submit. Yet 
Jesus redirects His disciples away from fascination with spiritual power toward the deeper joy of belonging to 
God: “Do not rejoice that the spirits submit to you, but rejoice that your names are written in heaven.”

Scripture: Luke 10:20

THE CROSS AS COSMIC VICTORY
At the cross, Jesus does more than address individual guilt. Paul says Christ disarmed the rulers and authorities 
and triumphed over them. Hebrews teaches that through death Jesus broke the power of the one who holds the 
power of death. The apparent defeat of Calvary became the decisive defeat of the powers.

Scripture: Colossians 2:13–15, Hebrews 2:14–15, 1 John 3:8

AT THE CROSS CHRIST

Sin accuses. Cancels the record of debt.

Satan condemns. Removes the believer’s condemnation.

The powers enslave. Liberates captives through redemption.

Death threatens. Enters death and rises victorious.

Darkness appears to win. Publicly triumphs over the powers.

Spiritual warfare is therefore fought from Christ’s victory, not for Christ’s victory. Believers do not need to 
manufacture a triumph Jesus failed to accomplish. We stand in and announce what the crucified and risen King 
has already secured.
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ALREADY DEFEATED, NOT YET REMOVED
The New Testament holds together two truths. Satan has been decisively defeated through Jesus’ death and 
resurrection, yet he remains active until final judgment. The Kingdom has been inaugurated, but the final 
removal of evil awaits Christ’s return.

ALREADY NOT YET

Jesus has defeated the powers. The powers remain active for a limited time.

Believers have been transferred into Christ’s Kingdom. We still experience temptation and spiritual conflict.

Satan’s decisive judgment has been announced. His final removal awaits the consummation.

Christ reigns now. Every enemy will ultimately be placed under His feet.

Scripture: Colossians 1:13, John 12:31, 1 Peter 5:8–9, Revelation 20:10

THE ARMOR OF GOD
Paul’s most developed teaching on spiritual warfare does not instruct Christians to become obsessed with 
identifying demons. He tells them to stand. The armor of God is a picture of a life rooted in the Gospel, truth, 
righteousness, faith, salvation, Scripture, prayer, and readiness to bear witness.

Scripture: Ephesians 6:10–18

ARMOR SPIRITUAL REALITY HOW WE STAND

Belt of truth God’s truth exposes deception. Reject lies and live honestly before God.

Breastplate of righteousness We stand in Christ’s righteousness and 
practice righteous living. Refuse condemnation and pursue holiness.

Shoes of Gospel peace The Gospel reconciles us to God and sends 
us as witnesses. Live ready to carry the good news.

Shield of faith Trust in God extinguishes the enemy’s 
accusations and lies.

Actively rely on God’s character and 
promises.

Helmet of salvation Our identity and future are secured in 
Christ. Guard the mind with Gospel assurance.

Sword of the Spirit God’s Word exposes lies and equips faithful 
resistance. Know, speak, and obey Scripture.

Prayer Dependence upon God surrounds the 
whole battle. Pray at all times in the Spirit.

RESISTANCE, NOT FASCINATION
The New Testament’s ordinary language for Christian warfare is remarkably grounded: submit to God, resist the 
devil, stand firm, remain alert, pray, forgive, reject lies, pursue holiness, and refuse to give evil a foothold. Mature 
warfare looks less like obsession with darkness and more like steadfast allegiance to Jesus.
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Scripture: James 4:7–8, 1 Peter 5:8–9, Ephesians 4:26–27

UNHEALTHY EXTREME BIBLICAL POSTURE OTHER UNHEALTHY EXTREME

Fear everything spiritual. Christ-centered confidence. Deny spiritual reality.

See a demon behind every problem. Discern multiple causes wisely. Reduce everything to material causes.

Become fascinated with darkness. Fix attention on Jesus. Treat spiritual warfare as irrelevant.

Seek secret techniques. Stand in Gospel truth and prayer. Depend only on human strength.

ACCUSATION, CONVICTION, AND CONDEMNATION
One of the enemy’s recurring strategies is accusation. It is therefore important to distinguish the Holy Spirit’s 
conviction from condemning accusation. The Spirit tells the truth about sin in order to lead us toward repentance 
and restoration. Condemnation speaks as though Christ’s work is insufficient and our failure defines our final 
identity.

SPIRIT’S CONVICTION ENEMY’S CONDEMNATION

Specific: “This action is sinful.” Vague and crushing: “You are hopeless.”

Leads toward confession and repentance. Leads toward hiding, despair, and isolation.

Agrees with Scripture. Often distorts truth and ignores grace.

Points us toward Christ. Keeps attention fixed on failure.

Produces restoration. Produces shame without redemption.

Scripture: John 16:8, Romans 8:1, Revelation 12:10–11

SPIRITUAL AUTHORITY
Believers possess authority only because they belong to Jesus and live under His authority. The New Testament 
never presents spiritual authority as a technique for controlling circumstances or demonstrating personal power. 
Jesus is Lord; disciples act in His name, according to His will, and in dependence upon His Spirit.

Scripture: Luke 10:17–20, Acts 3:6, Acts 19:13–16

The sons of Sceva in Acts 19 illustrate the danger of treating the name of Jesus as a spiritual formula. Authority is 
relational and derivative. We do not wield Jesus’ name as magic; we belong to Jesus and submit ourselves to His 
lordship.

CAN CHRISTIANS BE DEMON-POSSESSED?
The New Testament clearly teaches that believers belong to Christ and are indwelt by the Holy Spirit. Scripture 
does not use the modern English category “demon possession” with technical precision; the Greek language often 
describes people as demonized. Christians differ over how to describe the degree of demonic influence a believer 
might experience.

Scripture: Romans 8:9, 1 Corinthians 6:19–20, Colossians 1:13

What can be said with confidence is that Christians belong to Jesus, are temples of the Holy Spirit, and have been 
transferred from the domain of darkness into Christ’s Kingdom. Believers can still be tempted, deceived, accused, 
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oppressed, and influenced, which is why Scripture repeatedly commands vigilance and resistance. We should 
avoid both careless fear and claims that go beyond the text.

DISCERNMENT IN SPIRITUAL WARFARE
Not every unusual experience is supernatural, and not every spiritual claim comes from God. Scripture 
commands discernment. Wise pastoral care considers spiritual, relational, physical, emotional, situational, and 
psychological dimensions rather than automatically forcing every struggle into one category.

Scripture: 1 John 4:1, 1 Thessalonians 5:19–22, Proverbs 18:13

ASK WHY IT MATTERS

What does Scripture clearly say? God’s Word sets the boundaries for belief and practice.

Does this exalt Jesus? The Holy Spirit glorifies Christ.

Is there an ordinary explanation that should also be considered? Wisdom refuses false either/or categories.

What fruit is being produced? Truth should move toward freedom, holiness, love, and clarity.

Can this be tested in mature Christian community? Discernment is safer when it is not isolated.

Am I becoming more fearful of darkness or more confident in 
Christ? Biblical warfare magnifies Jesus rather than the enemy.

THE FINAL DEFEAT OF EVIL
The Bible ends with evil judged, Satan defeated, death destroyed, and creation renewed. Spiritual warfare is 
temporary because Christ’s victory will become universally visible. Revelation does not invite Christians to 
wonder whether God will win. It calls the Church to faithful endurance because the Lamb has already conquered 
and the end is certain.

Scripture: Revelation 12:10–11, Revelation 20:10, Revelation 21:1–5

The Christian response to the unseen realm is therefore neither denial nor obsession. We live awake but 
unafraid, discerning but not fascinated, watchful but confident. Our attention belongs to Jesus.

CLEARING UP THE CONFUSION
MISUNDERSTANDING BIBLICAL TRUTH

Satan is God’s evil equal. Satan is a created, finite rebel under God’s ultimate authority.

Every problem is caused by a demon. Scripture recognizes spiritual opposition alongside human sin, 
fallen systems, suffering, and ordinary causes.

Spiritual warfare requires secret techniques. The New Testament emphasizes truth, righteousness, faith, 
Scripture, prayer, holiness, resistance, and submission to God.

Christians should be afraid of spiritual powers. Believers should be alert, but Christ has decisively defeated the 
powers.

Spiritual authority is personal power. All Christian authority is derived from and submitted to Jesus.

Conviction and condemnation are the same. The Spirit convicts toward repentance; condemnation drives 
toward hopelessness and hiding.

The more we study darkness, the stronger we become. Biblical maturity fixes our attention on Christ and knows enough 
about the enemy to resist him.
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The outcome of spiritual warfare is uncertain. Jesus has already won the decisive victory and will finally remove 
evil.

KEY THEOLOGICAL TERMS
TERM PLAIN-LANGUAGE MEANING KEY SCRIPTURE

Unseen Realm The spiritual dimension of created reality 
beyond ordinary human sight. Colossians 1:16

Angel A created spiritual being who serves God 
and His purposes. Hebrews 1:14

Satan The adversary and chief spiritual opponent 
of God’s purposes and people. 1 Peter 5:8

Demon A rebellious spiritual being aligned with 
evil and opposed to God. Mark 1:34

Spiritual Warfare
The believer’s conflict against sin, 
deception, temptation, and spiritual 
opposition through Christ’s power.

Ephesians 6:10–18

World Human patterns and systems organized in 
rebellion against God. 1 John 2:15–17

Flesh Fallen human desire and life operating 
independently from God. Galatians 5:16–17

Christus Victor The biblical theme of Christ’s victory over 
sin, death, Satan, and hostile powers. Colossians 2:15

Discernment Spirit-enabled wisdom that tests claims 
and distinguishes truth from error. 1 John 4:1

Authority The delegated right to act under the 
lordship and power of Jesus. Luke 10:19–20

Conviction The Spirit’s truthful exposure of sin that 
leads toward repentance and Christ. John 16:8

Condemnation
Judgment or accusation; for those in 
Christ, final condemnation has been 
removed.

Romans 8:1

DISCUSSION
1. Which extreme are you more naturally prone toward regarding spiritual warfare—ignoring the unseen 
realm or becoming overly fascinated by it? Why?

2. How does knowing that Satan is created and finite, while Jesus is sovereign and victorious, change the way 
you approach spiritual opposition?

3. Which piece of the armor of God most directly addresses an area where you are currently vulnerable to 
deception, temptation, accusation, or fear?

4. How can you distinguish the Holy Spirit’s conviction from condemning accusation in your own spiritual life?

5. What would it look like for you to practice spiritual warfare less through fear or fascination and more 
through truth, prayer, holiness, faith, community, and confidence in Christ?
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10 — THE KINGDOM WE SEEK
THE KINGDOM OF GOD

ESSENTIAL BELIEF

The Kingdom of God

BIG QUESTION

What did Jesus mean when He announced the Kingdom of God?

ESSENTIAL TRUTH

The Kingdom of God is God’s saving reign and rule, inaugurated through Jesus Christ and awaiting its 
final fulfillment when Christ returns. Through the King, God confronts sin and evil, restores people to 
Himself, forms a Kingdom people, and sends them to embody and announce His reign in every sphere 
of life.

THE MESSAGE JESUS COULD NOT STOP TALKING ABOUT
When Jesus began His public ministry, His announcement was direct: “The time has come. The kingdom of God 
has come near. Repent and believe the good news.” The Kingdom was not a side topic in His teaching. It was the 
framework through which He announced what God was doing in the world.

Many Christians instinctively reduce the Gospel to the question, “How can I go to heaven when I die?” That 
question matters, but Jesus announced something larger. In Him, God’s promised reign had broken into history. 
The King had arrived, the powers were being confronted, sinners were being restored, outsiders were being 
welcomed, and a new creation had begun.

Scripture: Mark 1:14–15, Matthew 4:17, Luke 4:16–21

KINGDOM MEANS GOD’S REIGN
The biblical idea of Kingdom is first about rule rather than territory. God’s Kingdom is His active reign—His 
authority, saving power, justice, mercy, and will being established. Because God is Creator, He has always been 
sovereign over creation. Yet Scripture also looks forward to a day when His rightful reign will be fully 
acknowledged and every rival power finally removed.
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Scripture: Psalm 103:19, Daniel 4:34–35, Matthew 6:10

KINGDOM IS NOT MERELY KINGDOM IS

A geographic nation God’s reign and rule

A church building The active authority of the King

A political ideology God’s redemptive rule confronting every human allegiance

Only a future heaven A present reality inaugurated by Jesus and a future reality 
awaiting completion

Only an inward feeling God’s rule transforming people, relationships, communities, and 
ultimately creation

THE KINGDOM STORY BEGINS BEFORE JESUS’ PUBLIC MINISTRY
The Kingdom theme runs through the entire biblical story. God created humanity to live under His rule and 
represent His wise reign within creation. Sin was fundamentally a rejection of that rule. God then formed Israel 
as a covenant people through whom His character and purposes would become visible among the nations. 
Israel’s kings pointed toward the hope of a righteous Davidic King whose reign would never end.

Scripture: Genesis 1:26–28, Exodus 19:5–6, 2 Samuel 7:12–16, Isaiah 9:6–7

BIBLICAL MOVEMENT KINGDOM THEME

Creation God reigns; humanity is commissioned to represent His rule 
within creation.

Fall Humanity rejects God’s rule and seeks autonomy.

Israel God forms a covenant people to display His character among the 
nations.

Davidic Promise God promises a coming King whose throne and Kingdom will 
endure.

Prophets Israel awaits God’s decisive return, justice, Spirit, restoration, and 
universal reign.

Jesus The promised King arrives and announces that God’s Kingdom 
has come near.

Church A Spirit-filled people bears witness to the King among all nations.

New Creation God’s reign is fully manifested; evil and death are finally removed.

JESUS IS THE KING
The Kingdom cannot be separated from Jesus because the Kingdom arrives in and through the King. His birth is 
announced in royal language. His teaching carries divine authority. His miracles demonstrate the invasion of 
God’s restoring reign. His exorcisms show the defeat of the kingdom of darkness. His cross is His enthronement 
through self-giving love, and His resurrection vindicates Him as Lord.

Scripture: Luke 1:31–33, Matthew 12:28, John 18:36–37, Acts 2:32–36

To receive the Kingdom is therefore to receive the King. Christianity is not simply accepting the benefits Jesus 
offers while retaining ultimate authority over our own lives. The Gospel announces both Savior and Lord.
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THE SIGNS OF THE KINGDOM
Jesus did not merely speak about the Kingdom; He demonstrated it. His miracles were signs of what happens 
when God’s restoring reign confronts the brokenness of the fallen world. The sick are healed, the oppressed are 
freed, sinners are forgiven, storms submit, the hungry are fed, the dead are raised, and good news is announced 
to the poor.

Scripture: Matthew 4:23–24, Matthew 11:2–6, Luke 7:20–23

BROKENNESS SIGN OF THE KINGDOM

Sickness Healing anticipates bodily restoration.

Demonic oppression Deliverance reveals Christ’s authority over darkness.

Sin and shame Forgiveness restores people to God.

Exclusion Jesus welcomes the overlooked and marginalized.

Hunger and need Compassion reveals the generosity of God’s reign.

Death Resurrection signs point toward the final defeat of death.

These signs do not mean every form of suffering disappears immediately wherever Christians are present. They 
are foretastes—real demonstrations in the present that point toward the complete restoration still to come.

THE ALREADY AND THE NOT YET
One of the most important truths for understanding the Kingdom is that it is already present but not yet 
complete. Jesus has inaugurated the Kingdom, but He has not yet consummated it. The decisive victory has 
occurred, yet the final removal of evil awaits His return.

ALREADY NOT YET

The King has come. The King will return.

Sin can be forgiven. Sin will be completely removed.

Satan has been decisively defeated. Satan will be finally judged and removed.

The Spirit has been poured out. Creation awaits complete renewal.

New creation has begun in Christ. New creation will fill the whole cosmos.

We experience foretastes of healing and restoration. Suffering and death remain until resurrection.

The Church bears witness to the Kingdom. Every knee will ultimately bow to the King.

Scripture: Matthew 12:28, Romans 8:18–25, 1 Corinthians 15:20–28, Revelation 21:1–5

This tension protects Christians from two errors. Triumphalism expects every Kingdom promise to be fully 
realized now. Defeatism acts as though Christ’s victory has no present power. Biblical disciples live between 
victory accomplished and victory completed.

THE KINGDOM AND THE GOSPEL
The Gospel is the good news that through Jesus, God has acted decisively to save sinners and establish His reign. 
The Gospel includes forgiveness and personal salvation, but it is larger than private spirituality. Jesus is the 
crucified and risen Lord, and His saving rule creates a new people and ultimately a renewed creation.
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Scripture: Romans 1:1–4, 1 Corinthians 15:1–4, Acts 28:30–31

GOSPEL ANNOUNCEMENT KINGDOM REALITY

Jesus died for our sins. The King defeats the guilt and power of sin.

Jesus rose from the dead. The King defeats death and inaugurates new creation.

Jesus is Lord. Every competing allegiance is relativized under His authority.

The Spirit is given. Kingdom life becomes present within God’s people.

Jesus will return. The Kingdom will be openly and fully consummated.

REPENTANCE: CHANGING ALLEGIANCE
Jesus’ Kingdom announcement came with a response: repent and believe. Repentance is more than remorse. It is 
a change of mind and direction that includes a transfer of allegiance. We turn from self-rule and rival kingdoms 
to trust and follow the true King.

Scripture: Mark 1:15, Luke 9:23–24, Colossians 1:13–14

This is why discipleship is inseparable from the Kingdom. A disciple is learning to bring every part of life under 
the gracious rule of Jesus—relationships, sexuality, money, ambition, power, time, work, forgiveness, speech, 
possessions, and mission.

THE UPSIDE-DOWN KINGDOM
Jesus repeatedly challenged the values by which fallen cultures measure greatness. In His Kingdom, the poor in 
spirit are blessed, enemies are loved, the last become first, greatness is expressed through service, generosity 
replaces grasping, forgiveness interrupts retaliation, and the cross becomes the pattern of true power.

Scripture: Matthew 5:1–12, Matthew 5:43–48, Mark 10:42–45

KINGDOM OF SELF KINGDOM OF GOD

Power over others Power expressed through service

Retaliation Forgiveness and enemy-love

Self-promotion Humility

Accumulation Generosity

Status Faithfulness

Comfort first Obedience first

Protect your life Lose your life for Jesus and the Gospel

Use people to advance yourself Use your life to serve people

THE KINGDOM AND JUSTICE
God’s reign is righteous. The prophets longed for a King who would defend the vulnerable, confront oppression, 
establish justice, and bring peace. Jesus fulfills this hope, and His followers are called to reflect the justice and 
mercy of His Kingdom.

Scripture: Isaiah 11:1–5, Micah 6:8, Luke 4:18–19
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Biblical justice cannot be reduced to the platform of any political party or cultural movement. It begins with the 
character of God and seeks what is right according to His truth. Kingdom people care about the unborn and the 
poor, personal morality and public integrity, racial reconciliation and sexual holiness, compassion and 
accountability, mercy and truth. Jesus refuses our attempts to shrink His reign to the issues most convenient to 
our tribe.

THE KINGDOM AND CULTURE
Christians live inside earthly nations and cultures while holding a higher citizenship. We can participate 
constructively in society, pursue the common good, vote, lead, create, serve, build institutions, and seek justice. 
Yet no nation, political party, ideology, leader, or cultural movement can be identified with the Kingdom of God.

Scripture: Philippians 3:20, Jeremiah 29:7, 1 Peter 2:11–17

EARTHLY KINGDOMS KINGDOM OF GOD

Temporary Eternal

Led by flawed human rulers Ruled by the perfectly righteous King

Can accomplish relative good and serious evil Perfectly just, holy, merciful, and true

Demand limited civic allegiance Claims ultimate allegiance

Rise and fall Cannot be shaken

Scripture: Hebrews 12:28

When Christians confuse the Kingdom with a political project, the Gospel can become captive to ideology. When 
Christians withdraw completely from public life, they neglect their calling to seek their neighbors’ good. Kingdom 
citizenship creates faithful presence without ultimate political allegiance.

THE KINGDOM AND THE CHURCH
The Church is not identical to the Kingdom, but it is inseparable from the Kingdom’s mission. The Kingdom is 
God’s reign; the Church is the community gathered under that reign. The Church announces the King, embodies 
Kingdom values, demonstrates reconciliation, serves the vulnerable, makes disciples, and offers the world a 
preview of the coming creation.

THE KINGDOM THE CHURCH

God’s reign and rule The people who live under that reign

Centered on the King Centered on allegiance to Jesus

Extends beyond any institution An identifiable covenant community

Will fill all creation Lives now as a sign and witness of what is coming

Is God’s work Participates faithfully in God’s work

WE DO NOT BUILD THE KINGDOM
Christians often speak of “building the Kingdom.” The phrase can communicate a good desire to participate in 
God’s mission, but Scripture more often describes God as the One who gives, establishes, advances, and ultimately 
consummates His Kingdom. We receive the Kingdom, seek it, enter it, proclaim it, and bear witness to it.
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Scripture: Luke 12:32, Matthew 6:33, Acts 28:31, Hebrews 12:28

This distinction guards us from messianic activism. The future of God’s Kingdom does not rest on our ability to 
engineer history. Our role is faithfulness; God’s role is fruitfulness. We plant and water, but God gives the growth.

Scripture: 1 Corinthians 3:6–7

KINGDOM VOCATION: EVERY SPHERE BELONGS TO JESUS
If Jesus is King, discipleship cannot be confined to explicitly religious activities. Every legitimate sphere of life 
belongs under His lordship. Work, education, art, athletics, business, government, family, neighborhood, 
technology, medicine, and culture become places where disciples can embody truth, excellence, justice, 
generosity, creativity, compassion, and witness.

Scripture: Colossians 3:17, 23–24, 1 Corinthians 10:31

SPHERE KINGDOM QUESTION

Home How does the reign of Jesus reshape the way I love, forgive, lead, 
and serve?

Work / Business How do integrity, excellence, generosity, and human dignity shape 
my work?

School / Campus How can I represent Jesus with courage, wisdom, friendship, and 
truth?

Community Where can I move toward the lonely, vulnerable, overlooked, or 
hurting?

Resources How does the King want me to steward money, possessions, 
influence, and opportunity?

Relationships How can my friendships become places of presence, discipleship, 
hospitality, and mission?

KINGDOM MISSION: INVITE, INVEST, INSPIRE
The Great Commission is a Kingdom commission. The risen Jesus begins with the declaration that all authority in 
heaven and earth belongs to Him and then sends His disciples to make disciples of all nations. Mission flows 
from the authority of the King.

Scripture: Matthew 28:18–20

INVITE INVEST INSPIRE

Move toward people with the welcome of 
Jesus.

Help people become rooted and formed in 
the way of Jesus.

Release disciples to live courageously and 
reproduce the life of Jesus in others.

Friendship with purpose Intentional spiritual formation Multiplication and mission

Come and see Come and follow Go and make disciples

Kingdom multiplication does not require everyone to have a platform. It requires ordinary disciples faithfully 
carrying the life of Jesus into ordinary places until the influence of the King spreads person to person, table to 
table, neighborhood to neighborhood, and generation to generation.
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SEEK FIRST THE KINGDOM
Jesus tells His followers to seek first the Kingdom of God and His righteousness. This is an ordering statement. 
The Kingdom becomes the organizing allegiance of the disciple’s life. We no longer ask only, “What do I want?” or 
“What will make me successful?” We increasingly ask, “What does faithfulness to King Jesus look like here?”

Scripture: Matthew 6:25–34

OLD QUESTION KINGDOM QUESTION

What will make me comfortable? What is Jesus asking me to obey?

How can I protect my status? How can I serve?

What can I accumulate? What can I steward and release?

How can I win? How can I remain faithful?

How can people advance my life? How can my life become a gift to others?

What does my culture celebrate? What does the King call good?

THE KINGDOM WILL COME IN FULL
The Christian story ends with the Kingdom fully manifested. Jesus returns, the dead are raised, evil is judged, 
death is destroyed, creation is renewed, and God dwells with His people. Revelation pictures the kingdoms of the 
world becoming the Kingdom of our Lord and of His Christ.

Scripture: 1 Corinthians 15:24–28, Revelation 11:15, Revelation 21:1–5

Christian hope is therefore not escape from creation but its restoration under the uncontested reign of God. The 
prayer “Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven” will finally be answered without 
remainder.

CLEARING UP THE CONFUSION
MISUNDERSTANDING BIBLICAL TRUTH

The Kingdom is simply heaven after death. The Kingdom is God’s reign, already inaugurated through Jesus 
and awaiting final completion.

The Kingdom and the Church are identical. The Church is the people of the Kingdom and a witness to God’s 
reign, but the Kingdom is larger than the Church.

Kingdom power looks like worldly domination. Jesus defines Kingdom greatness through service, sacrifice, truth, 
love, and the cross.

One political party or nation represents God’s Kingdom. Every earthly kingdom is temporary and accountable to King 
Jesus.

If the Kingdom has come, Christians should experience no 
suffering. The Kingdom is already present but not yet complete.

Christians are responsible to make the Kingdom succeed. God establishes His Kingdom; disciples faithfully seek, proclaim, 
embody, and bear witness to it.

The Kingdom only concerns church activities. The lordship of Jesus reaches every sphere of human life.

Kingdom mission requires a large platform. Jesus multiplies His Kingdom through ordinary disciples making 
disciples.
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KEY THEOLOGICAL TERMS
TERM PLAIN-LANGUAGE MEANING KEY SCRIPTURE

Kingdom of God God’s saving reign and rule inaugurated in 
Jesus and awaiting final fulfillment. Mark 1:15

Kingdom of Heaven
Matthew’s common expression for the 
Kingdom of God, not a fundamentally 
different kingdom.

Matthew 4:17

Inaugurated Eschatology The Kingdom has truly begun in Jesus but 
has not yet reached its final fullness. Matthew 12:28

Already / Not Yet
The tension between Christ’s accomplished 
victory and the future completion of God’s 
purposes.

1 Corinthians 15:25–28

Lordship Jesus’ rightful authority over every 
dimension of life and creation. Acts 2:36

Repentance Turning from sin and rival allegiances 
toward God and His King. Mark 1:15

Kingdom Ethics The way of life that reflects the character 
and priorities of God’s reign. Matthew 5–7

Common Good
Seeking conditions in which neighbors and 
communities can flourish according to 
what is good and just.

Jeremiah 29:7

Faithful Presence Living as a distinct but engaged Kingdom 
witness within ordinary culture. 1 Peter 2:11–12

Great Commission The risen King sending His disciples to 
make disciples of all nations. Matthew 28:18–20

Consummation
The future completion of God’s Kingdom 
when Christ returns and creation is 
renewed.

Revelation 21:1–5

DISCUSSION
1. How is the biblical idea of the Kingdom of God larger than simply “going to heaven when I die”?

2. Where do you find it hardest to live in the tension of the Kingdom being already present but not yet 
complete?

3. Which value of the upside-down Kingdom most directly challenges the values you see celebrated in our 
culture—or in yourself?

4. What is the difference between faithfully representing the Kingdom in public life and confusing the 
Kingdom with a political party, nation, or ideology?

5. If seeking first the Kingdom became the organizing priority of your life, what area of your everyday life 
would need to come more fully under the lordship of Jesus?
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11 — THE HOPE WE HOLD
LAST THINGS, RESURRECTION, JUDGMENT, AND NEW CREATION

ESSENTIAL BELIEF

The Return of Christ and New Creation

BIG QUESTION

Where is history going, and what is the Christian hope?

ESSENTIAL TRUTH

Jesus Christ will personally and visibly return, raise the dead, judge evil, fully establish His Kingdom, 
and renew creation. Those who belong to Christ will dwell with God in resurrected life forever, while 
evil, death, and all rebellion will finally be judged. Christian hope is therefore not escape from creation 
but resurrection, restoration, and the everlasting presence of God.

CHRISTIANITY HAS A DESTINATION
The Christian story is moving somewhere. History is not an endless cycle, an accident without meaning, or a slow 
human climb toward inevitable progress. Scripture begins with creation and ends with new creation. Between 
those two horizons stands the redemptive work of God through Jesus Christ.

Christian hope is not optimism that circumstances will improve. It is confidence that the crucified and risen Jesus 
will return and complete what He began. The future belongs to the King.

Scripture: Acts 1:9–11, Philippians 3:20–21, Revelation 21:1–5

THE RETURN OF JESUS
The New Testament repeatedly teaches that Jesus will return. His second coming will not be merely an inward 
spiritual realization or symbolic cultural influence. The same Jesus who ascended will come again personally, 
bodily, visibly, gloriously, and victoriously.

Scripture: Acts 1:11, Matthew 24:30–31, 1 Thessalonians 4:16, Revelation 19:11–16

FIRST COMING SECOND COMING

Jesus came in humility. Jesus returns in unveiled glory.

He came as the suffering Servant. He returns as conquering King and righteous Judge.

He came to bear sin. He returns to complete salvation and judge evil.

The Kingdom was inaugurated. The Kingdom will be consummated.

Many rejected His identity. Every knee will ultimately bow and every tongue acknowledge His 
lordship.

Scripture: Philippians 2:9–11, Hebrews 9:28
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NO ONE KNOWS THE DAY OR HOUR
Jesus taught His followers to expect His return while refusing to give them permission to calculate the date. 
Throughout church history, failed predictions have repeatedly distracted Christians from the posture Jesus 
actually commanded: watchfulness, faithfulness, readiness, and mission.

Scripture: Matthew 24:36, Matthew 24:42–44, Acts 1:6–8

SPECULATION ASKS DISCIPLESHIP ASKS

Can I calculate when Jesus will return? Am I faithfully following Jesus today?

Which headline proves the end is here? How should I live in light of the coming King?

Can I decode every prophetic symbol? Am I awake, holy, courageous, and on mission?

How close can I get to a timeline? Who needs to hear and see the Gospel through my life?

THE BLESSED HOPE
The return of Christ is not intended to produce panic in believers. Paul calls it our “blessed hope.” The One 
returning is the same Savior who loved us, died for us, rose for us, intercedes for us, and has promised to bring 
His people home.

Scripture: Titus 2:11–14, John 14:1–3

Biblical prophecy is therefore pastoral before it is speculative. It gives suffering Christians courage, compromised 
Christians a call to holiness, grieving Christians hope, and the Church motivation to remain faithful.

DEATH AND THE INTERMEDIATE STATE
Unless Christ returns first, believers experience physical death. Scripture describes death as an enemy, not as the 
natural ideal for humanity. Human beings were created for embodied life, which is why the final Christian hope 
is resurrection rather than permanent disembodiment.

Scripture: 1 Corinthians 15:26, 2 Corinthians 5:1–8

The New Testament teaches that believers who die are with Christ while awaiting the resurrection of the body. 
This condition is often called the intermediate state. It is blessed because we are with the Lord, but it is 
intermediate because God’s final purpose is the resurrection and renewal of embodied human life.

Scripture: Luke 23:43, Philippians 1:21–23

AT DEATH AT RESURRECTION

The believer is with Christ. The believer receives a resurrected body.

Physical body returns to death and decay. Death and decay are permanently overcome.

We await the completion of redemption. Our embodied redemption is completed.

A blessed but intermediate state. The final state of resurrected life in new creation.
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THE RESURRECTION OF THE DEAD
The bodily resurrection of Jesus is the pattern and guarantee of the future resurrection of His people. Christian 
hope is not that our souls will escape physical existence forever. God will raise the dead and transform mortal 
bodies to share in the incorruptible life revealed in the risen Christ.

Scripture: 1 Corinthians 15:20–23, 1 Corinthians 15:42–57, Romans 8:11

PRESENT BODY RESURRECTION BODY

Perishable Imperishable

Mortal Immortal

Marked by weakness Raised in power

Subject to decay No longer ruled by decay

Part of the old creation Fully fitted for new creation

Resurrection means continuity and transformation. We remain truly ourselves, yet our embodied existence is 
healed, glorified, and freed from corruption.

THE FINAL JUDGMENT
Scripture teaches that God will judge the world in righteousness through Jesus Christ. Judgment means evil will 
finally be exposed and answered. Every hidden injustice, act of violence, abuse of power, lie, exploitation, and 
rebellion matters to God.

Scripture: Acts 17:30–31, Romans 2:5–11, Revelation 20:11–15

For those in Christ, final judgment does not overturn the Gospel. There is no condemnation for those who are in 
Christ Jesus. Our salvation rests in Christ’s righteousness, not our moral record. Yet Scripture also teaches that 
our lives matter and that believers will give an account for how they lived and stewarded what God entrusted to 
them.

Scripture: Romans 8:1, 2 Corinthians 5:10, 1 Corinthians 3:12–15

JUDGMENT REVEALS WHY IT MATTERS

God is perfectly just. Evil will not be ignored forever.

Human choices have moral weight. Our lives and actions genuinely matter.

Christ alone is our righteousness. Believers do not earn acceptance through works.

Faithfulness matters. Grace produces a life that will be evaluated and rewarded.

God will set things right. Victims of injustice can entrust final justice to Him.

HEAVEN: THE PRESENCE OF GOD
In Scripture, heaven is first the realm of God’s throne and presence. Christians who die are with Christ, but the 
biblical story does not end with humanity permanently leaving earth for heaven. The final vision is heaven and 
earth brought together in renewed creation.

Scripture: Psalm 115:16, Revelation 4:1–11, Revelation 21:1–3



A CONVINCED PURSUIT NO. 02

Vertical Pursuit   |   Essentials 82

This matters because popular Christian imagination often describes eternity as disembodied souls floating in a 
distant spiritual realm. Revelation instead pictures the holy city coming down, God dwelling with humanity, 
creation renewed, and resurrected people living in the presence of God.

HELL AND FINAL JUDGMENT
Jesus spoke soberly about final judgment. Scripture uses several images—fire, darkness, exclusion, destruction, 
punishment, and the second death—to communicate the terrible reality of final separation from God’s gracious 
Kingdom and the judgment of unrepentant evil.

Scripture: Matthew 10:28, Matthew 25:31–46, 2 Thessalonians 1:8–9, Revelation 20:14–15

Christians have differed over some details of how these images should be understood. The historic majority view 
has been eternal conscious punishment, while some orthodox Christians have argued for conditional immortality 
or final destruction. What cannot be removed from biblical teaching is that final judgment is real, morally 
serious, irreversible, and grounded in the justice of God.

WHAT SCRIPTURE MAKES CLEAR WHERE CHRISTIANS MAY DEBATE DETAILS

God will finally judge evil. How every biblical image of final punishment relates to the 
others.

Final judgment is not trivial or temporary discipline. The precise nature of conscious experience in final punishment.

Salvation is found in Christ. How particular terms such as destruction should be understood.

God’s judgment is righteous and never arbitrary. Some secondary questions about the mechanics of final 
punishment.

The doctrine of judgment should never produce cruelty or self-righteousness. It should produce humility, 
urgency, gratitude for grace, compassion for people, and confidence that God will ultimately do what is right.

NEW HEAVENS AND NEW EARTH
The final Christian hope is new creation. John sees a new heaven and a new earth, and the defining 
announcement is not that humanity has escaped creation but that “God’s dwelling place is now among the 
people.” The biblical story ends with God, humanity, and creation reconciled.

Scripture: Isaiah 65:17–25, 2 Peter 3:13, Revelation 21:1–5

GENESIS 1–3 REVELATION 21–22

Creation begins good. Creation is renewed.

Humanity dwells with God. God dwells with humanity forever.

A garden is entrusted to humanity. A garden-city fills the renewed world.

Sin enters. Nothing unclean remains.

Death enters. Death is no more.

The curse fractures creation. The curse is removed.

Humanity is exiled. God’s people are finally home.

The tree of life is lost. The tree of life appears again for healing.
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RESTORATION, NOT ESCAPE
Biblical eschatology affirms the goodness of God’s creation. God does not abandon His original purpose; He 
redeems and renews it. Romans 8 pictures creation itself longing for liberation from decay. Peter speaks of a 
renewed world where righteousness dwells. Revelation shows nations, culture, embodied life, worship, service, 
and human activity within God’s restored creation.

Scripture: Romans 8:19–23, 2 Peter 3:13, Revelation 21:22–27

ESCAPE-ONLY IMAGINATION BIBLICAL NEW-CREATION HOPE

Earth is disposable. Creation belongs to God and will be renewed.

The body is temporary packaging. The body will be resurrected and glorified.

Eternity is mainly leaving this world. Eternity is life with God in renewed creation.

Present faithfulness has little lasting significance. What we do in the Lord matters and is not in vain.

Salvation shrinks to individual souls. God’s redemption reaches persons, peoples, bodies, and creation.

THE MILLENNIUM: FAITHFUL CHRISTIANS DISAGREE
Revelation 20 describes a thousand-year reign, commonly called the millennium. Christians who share full 
confidence in Christ’s return and final victory have interpreted this passage in different ways. These views 
should be understood without allowing secondary timelines to eclipse the central hope.

VIEW BASIC IDEA

Premillennialism Christ returns before a future millennial reign. Historic and 
dispensational forms differ in important details.

Amillennialism
The thousand years symbolically describes Christ’s present 
heavenly reign and the Church age, followed by His return and 
final judgment.

Postmillennialism The Gospel will produce an extended era of widespread Kingdom 
influence before Christ returns.

The timing of the millennium is a secondary doctrine. The center is not the chart. The center is Jesus: He will 
return, evil will be judged, the dead will be raised, and God’s Kingdom will be fully established.

Scripture: Revelation 20:1–10

THE TRIBULATION AND RAPTURE
Christians also differ over the relationship between Christ’s return, tribulation, and the gathering of believers 
often called the rapture. First Thessalonians describes believers being caught up to meet the returning Lord. The 
debate concerns how this event relates chronologically to a period of tribulation and the final coming of Christ.
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Scripture: 1 Thessalonians 4:13–18, Matthew 24:21–31

COMMON VIEW BASIC UNDERSTANDING

Pre-tribulation The Church is gathered to Christ before a distinct end-time 
tribulation.

Mid-tribulation / Pre-wrath The Church is gathered during or before the final outpouring of 
divine wrath.

Post-tribulation The Church endures tribulation and is gathered to meet Christ as 
He returns in glory.

Faithful Christians can disagree here while remaining united around what Scripture makes unmistakable: Jesus 
will return, believers will be gathered to Him, resurrection is coming, and the Church should live ready and 
faithful.

ISRAEL, THE CHURCH, AND GOD’S PROMISES
Another major eschatological discussion concerns the relationship between ethnic Israel and the Church. Some 
Christians emphasize a future distinct role for national Israel in God’s prophetic plan. Others emphasize the one 
people of God united in Christ, understanding many Old Testament promises as fulfilled through Jesus and 
expanded to include believing Jews and Gentiles together.

Scripture: Romans 9–11, Galatians 3:26–29, Ephesians 2:11–22

Romans 11 requires humility. Paul rejects Gentile arrogance, affirms God’s faithfulness, speaks of Israel’s 
continuing significance, and ends not with a neat system but with worship at the depth of God’s wisdom. 
Eschatology should produce humility before mystery, not superiority toward other believers.

PROPHECY SHOULD FORM DISCIPLES
The Bible gives prophecy not merely to satisfy curiosity about the future but to shape faithfulness in the present. 
Almost every major New Testament discussion of Christ’s return leads directly into exhortation: encourage one 
another, remain awake, pursue holiness, endure suffering, make disciples, and live with hope.

Scripture: 1 Thessalonians 4:18, 1 Thessalonians 5:1–11, 2 Peter 3:11–14

BECAUSE JESUS IS COMING WE

Our future is secure. Live with hope.

Evil will be judged. Refuse vengeance and pursue justice faithfully.

Our bodies will be raised. Honor God with embodied life now.

Creation will be renewed. Steward creation rather than treating it as meaningless.

Our lives will be evaluated. Live faithfully with what God has entrusted to us.

The Gospel will reach the nations. Participate urgently in disciple-making mission.

God will dwell with His people. Practice His presence now.
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FROM FEAR TO FAITHFULNESS
End-times teaching can become unhealthy when it trains Christians to interpret every crisis through panic, 
sensationalism, or endless speculation. Jesus repeatedly redirects His followers toward faithful presence. We do 
not know the day, but we know the King. We do not know every sequence, but we know the ending.

FEAR-DRIVEN ESCHATOLOGY CHRIST-CENTERED ESCHATOLOGY

Obsessed with headlines Anchored in Scripture

Constantly predicting dates Faithfully ready at all times

Focused on escaping difficulty Prepared to endure with hope

Divides over secondary timelines Unites around Christ’s return and victory

Magnifies chaos Magnifies the returning King

Produces anxiety Produces holiness, courage, endurance, and mission

THE STORY COMES FULL CIRCLE
CREATION FALL REDEMPTION NEW CREATION

God creates a good world. Sin fractures relationship and 
creation.

Jesus defeats sin and death 
through cross and resurrection.

Christ returns and makes all 
things new.

Humanity bears God’s image. The image is distorted but not 
erased.

People are renewed in Christ by 
the Spirit.

Resurrected humanity reflects 
Christ without corruption.

God dwells with humanity. Humanity hides and is exiled. God dwells in His people by the 
Spirit.

God dwells openly with His 
people forever.

Humanity is commissioned to 
steward creation.

Creation is subjected to 
frustration.

The Church bears witness to 
coming restoration.

Creation is liberated from 
decay.

Life is the gift. Death becomes the enemy. Jesus rises as firstfruits. Death is finally destroyed.

CLEARING UP THE CONFUSION
MISUNDERSTANDING BIBLICAL TRUTH

Christian hope is mainly going to heaven when we die. The final hope is bodily resurrection and life with God in renewed 
creation.

Jesus’ return should make Christians afraid. For those in Christ, His return is the blessed hope and completion 
of salvation.

The point of prophecy is to decode the exact timeline. Prophecy calls us to hope, holiness, endurance, watchfulness, and 
mission.

If Christians disagree about the millennium or rapture, one side 
must not take the Bible seriously.

Faithful Christians who affirm biblical authority have reached 
different conclusions on secondary timelines.

Judgment means God is unloving. God’s judgment reveals His holiness, justice, and refusal to allow 
evil the final word.

Heaven is the permanent final destination of disembodied souls. Believers with Christ await resurrection; God’s final purpose is 
new creation.

The world will be discarded, so present life does not matter. Creation will be renewed, and faithful work done in the Lord is 
not in vain.

Eschatology is mostly about the Antichrist, tribulation, or charts. The center of Christian eschatology is Jesus Christ—returning, 
reigning, resurrecting, judging, and restoring.
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KEY THEOLOGICAL TERMS
TERM PLAIN-LANGUAGE MEANING KEY SCRIPTURE

Eschatology
The doctrine of last things: death, Christ’s 
return, resurrection, judgment, and new 
creation.

1 Corinthians 15

Second Coming The personal, bodily, visible return of Jesus 
Christ. Acts 1:11

Intermediate State The condition of the dead between 
physical death and bodily resurrection. Philippians 1:23

Resurrection God raising the dead to embodied life. 1 Corinthians 15:52

Final Judgment God’s righteous and definitive judgment of 
humanity and evil through Christ. Acts 17:31

Heaven
The realm of God’s throne and presence; 
believers who die are with Christ while 
awaiting resurrection.

Revelation 4

Hell
The final judgment of unrepentant evil and 
exclusion from the blessed life of God’s 
Kingdom.

Matthew 25:46

New Creation The renewed heavens and earth in which 
God dwells with resurrected humanity. Revelation 21:1–5

Millennium
The thousand-year reign described in 
Revelation 20 and interpreted in several 
orthodox ways.

Revelation 20:1–6

Rapture The gathering of believers to meet the 
returning Christ. 1 Thessalonians 4:17

Tribulation
A biblical term for severe suffering and, in 
some systems, a particular end-time 
period.

Matthew 24:21

Consummation The completion of God’s redemptive 
Kingdom purposes at Christ’s return. 1 Corinthians 15:24–28

DISCUSSION
1. How does the biblical hope of resurrection and new creation differ from the common idea that Christianity is 
mainly about leaving earth and going to heaven?

2. Why do you think Jesus emphasized watchfulness and faithfulness rather than giving His followers an exact 
end-times timeline?

3. How should belief in final judgment shape the way Christians think about justice, forgiveness, evangelism, 
and our own accountability?

4. Which secondary end-times issue have you seen Christians make too central, and how can we hold 
conviction without losing unity?

5. If you genuinely lived each day expecting the returning Jesus to complete His Kingdom, what would change 
about your priorities, courage, relationships, and mission?
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